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THE GALLUP INCIDENT, or.... 



Maybe Chicken Little 
Was Right! 


Wednesday. January 12. 1983 , Nbatherwiee, a nice eiwi- 
ing In nortlwetem Nof Mexico and eoutteeetecn Colorado, 
especially for that tiro* of year* Events occurred that night 
In this fbur Ctonere country Witch have yet to be fully ex¬ 
plained add n wwfc l i Frankly, we will not do that here. 

He have been able to acaubte bits and pieces of Informa¬ 
tion and can present a superficial overview of the happen¬ 
ings that night. CHUX's investigation will continue r as we 
still ha™ loads to follow-up ani pursue. He will begin with 
a summary of the news accounts of the event(s) and mow on 
from there. 

The article in the F^mingtcn, New Mexico Daily Tines of 
Thursday, January 11, 1963 ei headlined: 1 Gbod!aflS Gracious - 
Great Ball of Fine’*. Reporter Flex Graham began as follows: 

Mat investigators believe us a meteor finanhai 
into the side of a aountain about 15 miles east 
of 1 »p Ne^heatey about 5:5G FH r starting a 
fixe and causing a deluge of calls to the McKin¬ 
ley Ctuity Sheriff's office. The incident is 
believed to be part of * taped ^ Mtax shower’* 
that caused acnic Uuu to Gallup, farmiii|ton, 

Artec, Jllocmfield and north to at least Durango, 

Ohio. 

The events of the night of January 12th occurred over an 
area approximately ISO miles wide, north-to-south, from 
at least Durango on the north to an ares, east and south of 
Gallup, Mac Mexico. Bex Graham's article continued: 

RadiUs (IMCtotoy Oow±y Sheriff Benny Padilla of 
Gallop) a*ld today that his office had received 
126 pw I la after as cany as seven "toons" were 
heard by area residents beginning at 5:50 EM and 
continuing until about 6 EM. Undereherlff Jack 
(kahmn quickly drove east of l&llup to investi¬ 
gate a fire burning an a hillside in the Spring- 
stead area thought to be connected with the "ex- 
plcelen-like noises". Padilla and Graham initially 
feared an airplane had crashed. Graham miked 


thnaj^i darkness and over five miles of rugged 
terrain to investigate the fire. But Grahasi 
found only an anpty crater about 25 feet across 
and six indies deep. There was no sign of a plane 
wreckage. Then, about 10 m Padilla ard Gallup 
chief of polios Frank Grrizalea were driving to 
the area when they saw a "greoi object" travel¬ 
ing toward the ground. 

If that time is anywhere-near-aorriect, that means; that 
the occurences of that evening were noted not only over an 
area of approximately 150 miles, but over a period of at 
least four hours. Back to Rex Graham's article: 

"It looked like a fireball”, Padilla said to¬ 
day, "and it disintegrated before it hit the 
ground". "It wan kind of scary", Padilla said, 

,4 We thought it ms that Russian satellite ced¬ 
ing down”. Tb find out, New Mexico State Police 
investigators called the Sjrlh American Aero- 
space Cefaw Qzmsnd in Colorado Springs, Chlo. 
aarly this morning. But NCRAD officials told them 
they dirki't knew anything about the incident. 

Kay Cormier, a NtRAD spokeswoman, raid today the 
incident was not caused by "a decaying space ob¬ 
ject, but it was possibly a meteorite", "It was 
not Goanoa 1402", Ms_ Cormier said, referlng to 
a Soviet nuclear satellite reportedly due to fall 
back to earth at any time. 

Chance 1402 was reported to be a Soviet (tarittoe surveillance 
satellite that was used to tracking the moveme n t of ships, 
primarily those of the U.5. Navy* The satellite's erfait had 
begun to deteriorate and its re-entry was anticipated, al¬ 
though it was not know exactly when and where it would fall. 

The satellite's atonic reactor ms believed to contain about 
100 pounds of enriched uranium. Tte U.S.D^ertirait of Ener¬ 
gy's ami-secret Nuclear Emergency Search Taam{N£ET) was an¬ 
ticipating the possibility of launching another retrieval oper¬ 
ation, ouch as NEST had done to 1970, when another Soviet nu¬ 
clear satellite fell over Gmada'a Ndrttoest Tbrritories. As 
it turned out, most of the Chance 1402 toll into tte toJian 
Ocean {after nueh of it disintegrated, it was thought) on 
January 23,1963, with the balance re-entering to February. 

More from Bax Graham's article of January 13, 1963: 

fW6, Cbrrrder ) said that while the state police 
report of m fireball is characteristic of a me¬ 
teorite, two reports of exploaicns several hours 
apart is not consistent with a alible meteorite. 

She said the chances of more than one uetear fal¬ 
ling ms unlikely. But Sheriff Padilla said the 
series of Uue heard in New Mexico and Colorado 
was prcb&ly caused by a 'Wteox shower". Accord¬ 
ing to Radilla, the sonic hocus resulted then the 
nroteora entered the earth's atmosphere at &per- 
acnic speeds. Theoretically, all but ora burned up 
before hitting the ground. Ms. Cormier said: the 
trajectory gf a meteor is "completely different" 
from that of a man-made space object and would 
not have been detected hy NCRAD monitors. Dean 
Gmsamer, assistant facility manager of Federal 
Aviation Administration operations at the Albuguer- 
qre Airport, said today he had no r^jort of any 
flash on a radar screen. 

It ora be interesting and Instructive for acme times nerely 
otefustog) to ccnpare and contrast 2 different newspaper ar¬ 

ticles (from different papers) on the same subject and on the 
sane date. The fallowing Is a portion of an article by re¬ 
porter Chip Hinds which appeared in the Durango, Colorado 
Nereid of January 13, 1983: 

...A meteor showr, classified aircraft, a meth¬ 
ane gas exploeicn and sonic booms have been offered 
as cxpLan&ticxis for the bocma heard betwoai 5:30 
and 6 p.m r Sewn loud booms were reported to New 
Mexico but only two or three were heard in Duran¬ 
go and ports of la Plata Qraity to Colorado. Win¬ 
dows rattled and buildings were shaken in Durango 
and Farmington- One Durango resident to nrtbuest 
Durango said the boom was so loud and intense 
that she thought a mr had run into {her) house. 

She even checked throughout the house to see If 
any danage tod been done . Other ares residents re¬ 
ported heroes being shaken ly the booms throu^xjut 
the town and even onto the Florida Mesa. 

In 1964, 05JX. interviewed Lynn Bartels, a reporter for the 
Siltop, W Independent in January of 1903. Sie knew resi¬ 
dents of a house trailer in Callup (over 120 miles from Du¬ 
rango) tin, when the boam(s) occurred, were convinced for a 
split second that a car tod sbrock their house trailer. There 
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w*p even a rumor of a house In the Gallup area that 
was moved off ita foundation by tha concussion, but 
neither Bartels nor anyone ala* we've interviewed 
had knowledge of such an event* Chip Hlnde' th^jcan^o 
Herajd article continued*** 

Durango Police dispatcher Ruth Mastin reported 
that her office w bold by federal Aviation 
Agency officials In Grand Junction that the noise 
ui created by "classified military aircraft" 
and that they had been instructed not to answer 
any further questions. 

Law anfa ro—n t officials in New Mexico specula¬ 
ted that the boars caused by falling metecn> 

ites, a downed airplane, a methane gas explosion 
car a sonic boon created by an aircraft breaking 
the sound barrier. MrfUiiley County Sheriff Benny 
Padilla in Gallup, H # K*, said that e "green ob¬ 
ject" 1 which "slowed, struck the ground and went 
out" iei spotted near there. 

Although they were not sure If the two events are 
related, authorities in New Mexico Investigated a 
fire that broke out in a rugged area seven miles 
seat of Gallup, New Mexico, at approximately the 
asm* tine as the booms, (taw Mexico State Police 
Lt. John Ttney said the area at too rugged to 
reach by four-wheel-drive vehicle but Bill John- 
■on of the state police surveyed the scene of the 
fir* by helicopter Thursday morning. Johnson said 
he could spot' r no natal at all, no sign of indenta¬ 
tion" . McKinley County Under sheriff Jack Graham 
mi the oily investigating officer to trek Into 
the site on foot Wednesday night. The combined re¬ 
port of Graham and Johnson said they found mnold- 
ering dead vend in a patdfi 3 feet wide by 75 feet 
long. Cne report said tha fire was still burning 
after daybreak and was visible firm Interstate 40 
near thn MnCtaffey exit east of Gallup* a crater 
was found next to the blue, but officers said 
they do not know if the crater was related to the 
fire or had been there for sane time. State Police 
in New Mexico speculated that the fire wee caused 
by underground gaj exploding, a meteor or dynamite* 

Dr. Ron Cooley of the Lae Alamo* National labora¬ 
tory in to* Alamos, N,K,, was reported to have said 
the boon* were caused by meteorites breaking tbs 
sound barrier. He said he ws surprised so many 
psscple saw the ahmers but indicated that they were 
not uncomon. 

CRUX interviewed Dr* Cooley almost two years after 
the events of that night. He had no difficulty re¬ 
calling the affair. But contrary to the report above 
{and remembering that reporter Hinds did not actual^ 
ly talk to Cooley), Dr. Cooley's comment to us waa: 

I was finally convinced that the fires and the 
explosions that they heard out there were not 
from meteorites. Meteorites, in the first place, 
don't cause fires, I guess there was a report of 
people using dynamite out there and I don’t remftn- 
ber If anybody ever knew why. O^er distance sane- 
times you den't hoar dynamite, but you can actually 
feel it led,note: a ocntseit to rananber for later). 

We mentioned that the events apparently took place o- 
v*r a period of several hours* 

Wall, that's the other thing* Certainly one me¬ 
teorite is not going to last for a couple of hours - 
perhaps for a few seconds, I suppose the bora could 
have been from a meteorite if only one waa heard, but 
not over a period of time. 

We asked what he knew about the reports of green fire¬ 
balls, 

I (understand somebody did see a fireball. I kirri of 
suspect that was coincidental. I 'm not mire.** shoot¬ 
ing stars sometimes can have a little greenish 
tinge. 

I was finally satisfied that it was not a meteor¬ 
ite* ID nsy knowledge, no fragmnts were found - and 
1 saw a lot of pictures, both on television and even 
at work a little bit - of the area. As scon as I 
heard there were tree* burning, that aort of thing, 

I dismissed the idea of a meteorite, because at no 
time in history has a meteorite ever caused a fire. 


Chip Hinds concluded his Durango Herald article of 

1/13/03 as follows; 

A Farmington man, Rick Wilkie, reported Basing 
hulks of "a meteor falling off 1 ' os the meteor 
cane in fnjii the western sky as he vas watching 
fran a point about 25 miles southwest of Farming-* 
bon* Research associate Norman Thera* of the Lo¬ 
well Observatory in Flagstaff, Arix., said author¬ 
ities should be "skeptical of any meteor theory 
unless a thorough jauHtlptiOtt is made". North 
American Mr Defoise officials said they are in¬ 
vestigating but don't know what caused the sounds, 
inquiries to the FAA Thursday morning were re¬ 
ferred to Lowry Air Force base In Denver but a 
public information spokesman at that baee —id 
they had no knowledge of the booms* 

Then there were the wire service reports* From an 

Associated Press story dated January 13, 1903: 

McKinley County Sheriff Bennie (ale) Padilla nays 
a fire cn a high plateau east of Gallup was ''def¬ 
initely caused" by a meteorite or sane foreign 
abject - but not a crashed plane* The blare was 
reported after the McKinley Cbunty sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice, state police in Gallup and Gallup city po¬ 
lice were deluged Wednesday evening fcy resident* 
reporting at least two explosion-like noises. Pad¬ 
illa said Undersheriff Jack Graham clinfcsd the 
plateau to the fire site in the dark Wednesday 
night and found sene trees ablaze and others knock¬ 
ed down. Graham also found a crater next to the 
blaze, but officers said they do not know if the 
crater ues related to the fire or had been there 
for some time*.. .The plateau was difficult for in¬ 
vestigators to reach because of two feet of snow 
in the area, and police today used a helicopter 
loaned by the U.S* Drug Bifaraaont Ark&inlstrmticn 
in Albuquerque. Cal La about the explosion noises 
began about 5:30 p.m* Wednesday and continued 
through the night.. .Police said residents reported 
hearing at least two loud explosions. The sheriffs 
department reported receiving more than 100 tele¬ 
phone calls fran area residents. Several callers 
told police tha noises sounded like a plane crash, 
but there were no reports of any missing or over¬ 
due airplanes, police said. 

The United Press International release of January 

13th reported, In part: 

A sto*r of meteors apparently struck NW New Mex¬ 
ico late Wednesday In a '"big green hall of fire", 
setting off six bocming sounds heard 120 miles 
away and leaving a 25-feet era ter... The sounds 
between $:50 p.m. and 8 p.m,TOT Wednesday rattled 
windows in Gallup and Farmington* causing dogs to 
howl and hark_(Sheriff] Padilla said he and Gal¬ 

lup Police Chief Frank Gonzales saw at lust one 
of the meteors "come down about 10 miles south of 
where we were. It was a big green ball of fire, 
but evidently it disintegrated before it hit the 
surface* The six booming sounds were probably 
meteors breaking the sound barrier as they plum¬ 
meted board earth, disintegrating before lirpact- 
My undersheriff, Jack Graham, walked into the Area 
about 11 p.m* and found several trees on fire, 
burned from tog to botton. Also, there was a 25- 
foot crater that had separated the ground in sev¬ 
eral places* Evidently when it hit it disintegra¬ 
ted. It hit on bop of the bluff arai cn the side 
of it, knocking a few trees down". 

The DPI story had been headlined "Meteors May Have 

Landed in New Mexico". An Associated Press story 

of Friday, January Hth, was headlined (in the 

Grants, NM Daily Beacon ) "Dynamite, Not Meteorite, 

Cause of Big Boom Near Gallup". It reported: 

McKinley County undersheriff Jack Graham says he 
believes explosions or a high plateau wst of 
here that sparked a fire and speculation a meter*- 
slammed to earth were caused by dynamite* 'Ve're 
pretty sure someone was trying to get rid of ecne 
dynamite*.*and didn't know it would cause this 
kind of problan 1 ", Graham said.. .Graham said he 
wit to the scene and could see where it looked 
like someone had put dynamite. He said he could 
smell dynamite and had found a little piece of 
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Up* that bind* blasting cap vim- "Apparently tta 
guy trmdm itwil bundles of dynamite and Let the 
fire taka Its toll' 1 , ha said* He said if* also be- 
Uevad dynamite wi usad in another ares about cn* 
milo mrttaBse of vhnm tto fire occurred. AuttorL- 
ti« wo looking today tor a man m hla 20a wito 
oirly blond hair Uso ai seen in th* area 30 to 45 
omit** before the ft rat explosion, Gratae Hid, 
the nan, carrying a backpack an] a rifle tee repor¬ 
ted by a resident In the area* It had boon reported 
that a team of sclent late from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology would be arriving at tta 
site today* A man who Identified himself aa Curt 
Johnacn fraa MIT telephoned a Gallup r«Jio station 
■rrJ Mid he and the toom of Investigators wild be 
m Gallup. Hcwevftr, MIT said later there mis no one 
of that name at MIT* Graham said he and other offi¬ 
cers trying to get to the fire site Wednesday night 
'maw a falling star or a meteorite fell, airt it 
bu™d lenger than It should, I saw thrre car four 
falling stars, lasting longer than usual. About. if 
or 20 Mconria", he said* But Graham said It apper- 
«mtly ms Just a coincidence* m said, however, that 
officers wild »«ch today in the Cibola National 
forest about 25 mi lea southeast of wr^re the fire 
occurred for a possible meteorite* "Sa™ of the resi¬ 
dents up there reported being hit with gas, which 
dried their lips and mad* them nauseous”, Graham 
Hid. 

as we shall sea, we were later able to learn a little 
mors regarding this "gas"* On Friday, January 14th, 
the local paper In Gallup headlined their front-page 
story: "Explosions, Fire baffle authorities 1 *. The 
article was by the reporter we previously mention¬ 
ed* Lynn Bartels. She is no longer with the Gallup 
paper, the Independent , but has moved on to another 
job in Albuquerque* Excerpts from her article: 

. * .The latest theory for the fire that burra] s 75- 
by 25-foot strip about seven mile* east of Gallup 
off of Interstate 40 is that acmecne planted never- 
al turtles of dynamite, started the fire arrt then 
stood buck to Mtcb the osmotic*, Mc*lnlay Cbunty 
LYxk?rsheriff Jack Graham said today, ftxwever, Graham 
atimted it is hard to tie together the acme-like 
boons that rattled windows in Durango with dynamite 
tiLasting lj miles north of the HcGaffey turnoff. 

Sheriff Benny Padilla, who on Thursday said that the 
fire and explosions were "definitely cauned” by a 
reteorite or sow other foreign object, today de- 
clinnd to give any theories* "Until I haw; oanaeta 
evidence, I don't went to say anything* There's too 
many Furors going around", the sheriff said* Yet 
another theory is that the government la doing acme 
kind of beating but doesn't want to say anything* 

Gait mental Divide resident Cheyrl teyeru said tertay 
there hsv* been numerous military' helicopters arc) 
vehicle* In the area since the invest igatkm began 
Wednesday. 

And Cup Hinds, a reporter with the Ouraro iterald . 
said today that the Federal Aviation Authority! sic ) 
in Grand Junction, Cblo., still denies sorwene frcei 
i*.i office, ernronted on the tarn w^^lrcadfly. Iliirts 
said a apcfcemwi on werkveday said there wr* a clas¬ 
sified military aircraft in the area, but rat to ask 
any more questions a* it was over. On Thursday war¬ 
ning, FAA authorities said no one fron ttair of rice 
issuod any statements about the noises, which were 
first heard at 5:30 p-m. 

CPG5? called Lynn Bartels at her home in Albuquerque, 
with the Intention of calling Chip hinds In Durango 
immediately afterward* Unfortunately, Ms. Bartels 
informed us that Chip Hinds was killed in a moun¬ 
taineering accident* Bartels' article continued: 

Graham, one of the first officers to roach the rug¬ 
ged fire scene Hednesday, said that when he explored 
the area Thursday, ho could aroll dynamite, "t look¬ 
er around and found pieces of tape that hold tto 
wire together cn a blasting cap”, the urdersheriff 
said* Abcwt fair holes were found at the fire site, 

Graham uid. He believes "dyrwnlUi packages" then 
'■ere put in theme holrc*, arri a fire wns then set* 
itfien the Homes reached the dynamite, the sticks 
blew up. However, state police arrt FBI agents at 
ths scene Thursday morning said they dug large holes 
to take soil samples* State Folios Officer Bill 
Johnaen, at the scene Thursday, said that Gretas 
ray have fewrt ths hole* they dug "because there 


w* no hols* whan we were there Stmt 7:30 **■* 

Th# atmosphere "may h*v* been Just right", was 
one explanatiqn ths under sheriff gave for the ex¬ 
plosions being heard 200 miles nceth of here* He 
a 1*0 said the noise and fire may not be related. 

"Bo my theory is - and hardly anyone believes it 
- that the fire wi caused by dynmte”, Graham 
said- 

A Springs teed resident informed police that tone- 
one had been in the area Wednesday afternocn. 
about a hour before the first boa* rocked Gallup, 
Graham aaid. The man wbb carrying a backpack and 
rifle, police were told* Graham said he did find 
footprints at the seen* Wednesday night, and he in¬ 
tend* to follow them today bo Me if they lead any¬ 
where* Officers at the scene Wednesday were tau¬ 
pe red by the rugged terrain and about 2 feet of 
ana*. In addition, they were not able to bring any 
spotlights into the area. Sheriffs officers, 
state police and other personnel flew over th* 
fire site and visited it by foot Thursday morning, 
looking for scree sort of debris* State Folic* Lt* 

John Toney said the area 41 still ero Ida ring 
Thursday morning, but that there 41 no (ire* "I 
saw no cratsr, and the only thing I saw mbs just 
sane burned bushes* Maybe it ms a natural pften.- 
orcnonV he »id at a press conference Thursday 
morning* 

Rea Graham of the Farmington Da ily Time* authored 
an article headlined: "Mysterious Noises Remain a 
Mystery" which appeared the the January 14th edi¬ 
tion of the Farmington paper: 

,..Tro "booms” hoard by residents in the Farming- 
ton area and m Durango, Colo., about 5:30 p.m. 
and again sonetime after 7 p*n. Wednesday have 

not been expained-(Uftdcrsheriff Jack Graham) 

■aid the curiosity of the blast brought people 
out of their hones Wednesday night. Ha said 
sightinq* of "meteors" may have just been a coin¬ 
cidence* Graham, Sheriff Benny Padilla and Police 
Chief Frank Gonzales said tfcst while they were 
investigating the bom they saw a'green object" 
streak scream the sky for about 7 5 seconds, Pa¬ 
dilla said he did not hoar a noise when the pos¬ 
sible mer.oor was sighted..-State Police Lt* John 
Toney uid today that hla department was cal lad 
at Callup when officials feared an airplane had 
crashed. Whm no plane ms found Toney uid the 
search and rescue mission ms called off* "Of 
course m would like to determine what caused 
the fire, but we may never know", Tcray uid, 

I've heard wnrythinq from E.T* to dynamite. 

fttmpra that military aircraft had been involved 
in the incident were ruled out by the Federal 
Aviation Administration* Ttn Graves* a spokes¬ 
man for the FAA‘s Southwest Region, said from 
Fort Worth, Texas, that air traffics? aoitrot 
personnel had no record of private, cameroial 
or military aircraft near Gallup Wednesday night. 

"If a meteor fell through the atmosphere between 
radar sweeps, we wouldn't have seen that either". 
Graves Hid* 

State Police U, John Toney said his personal 
speculation ms as good as anyone else'** "I 
can give you 10,000 name* in the Gallup phene 
took who think they know what happened”, Toney 
said* Asked if dynamite blasts near Gallup could 
have toen hoard 125 miles away In Durango, 0*J* 
Brittle*!, a apokesnan for the Albuquerque Scistd- 
iogical Cantor said, "All ths atmospheric condi¬ 
tions Muld have to be just right* It is possible 
but highly lirjjrnfeable", he said. Britt ton Hid 
other seismologists had detected "seme boons" 
Wednesday' night in northern New Mexico and south¬ 
ern Colorado. 

Denver's Rocky Mountain News reported on January 

14 th: 

■ i.Thursday, Grata* found five holes about 18 ri¬ 
ches deep in the side of the cliff. The holes 
onelled of blasting powder, and a piece of elec¬ 
trical connecting tape, presumably for detonation 
purposes, was discovered nearby, Graham said* 

Graham said Lhs person who ignited the charges 
"might have been just a kid who van tod to get rid 
of some dynamite", 'Vith the uramisa mines around 
here, lt + i fairly easy to obtain"* 
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Yet another version of an Associated Press story of 
January 14, 1953 (from the El Paso, Texas Timea } re¬ 
ported: 

State Police Lt. John Toney told a news conference 
later he saw a burned area about 75 feet across, 
and it was still smolder ing. "I saw no crater, and 
the only thing that 1 saw was just seme burned 
brush*', he said, Toney said Investigators dug down 
a couple of inches into the soil, and it was hot un¬ 
derneath, but fairly cool on top* Toney said there 
was "no sign of any impact* I'm baffled 1 ', he said. 

State Police Sgt* Willard Morrow said a representa¬ 
tive of the Kerr-McGee Corp.tock a geiger counter bo 
the burned area and "there wna sign of abnormal rad¬ 
iation counts". 

There was also more to come from various UFI dispat¬ 
ches of January 14th. On* t Dallas Horning News I men¬ 
tioned that a State Police radio dispatcher In Gal¬ 
lup fielded about 150 calls from the public that 
night. Another UP1 story of the same date { Valley 
Courier ; Alamosa, Colorado? related 

(Undersheriff Jack Graham) said the first explosion 
(on the mesa) touched off a brufthfire which spread 
slowly, setting off other dynamite bundles in the 
nearby surrounding area at irregular intervals. Sher¬ 
iff ben Padilla, Jr* said Thursday he witnessed A 
"big green bell of fire" in the sky late Wednesday, 
followed try at least six possible sonic booms during 
a 7 -hour period, Padilla said it may take several 
days to ana lyre soil samples collected at the suspect¬ 
ed blast site. "It's rosily a mystery to us", said 
Crownpoint (New Mexico? Police Lt, D, K. Theras. 

"There’s no evidence that a meteor fell, no evidsice 
of an aircraft going down or debris - no evidence 
that anything fell out there" At Famtfngton.. .a wo- 
rr&n said she heard what she thought was a sonic boom. 

"It slxx# the whole house and rattled the windows 11 , 
said the wcxwn, who declined to give her name, "The 
dog started barking and whining like crazy. I thought. 

Oh, my goodness* What*S happening?" 

ft was reported that residents of the area east of 
Gallup had heard what they thought was an airplane in 
trouble on the night of the "booms". On Saturday, Jan. 
*5, 1951, the headline In the Gallup Independent read: 
"Noisy Explosions Linked to Aircraft". Reporter Lynn 
Bartels wrote: 

TVo "explosion-1ike" noises which shook buildings in 
northwestern New Mexico and southwestern Colorado Wed¬ 
nesday night probably stemmed Iran military aircraft 
f lying to Tucson, the Independent was told Friday, 

Two sources, who asked tlwt neither their names nor 
gorrarrmertal agency be revealed, said they -^re told 
the tmer^ heard about 5:30 p.m, and later Wednesday 
-nre £rm» "special aircraft" flying overhead. They 
had no other details on the noisea, which trig^red 
an avalanche of phone calls to agencies in a three- 
county area. Their information confirms a report frem 
the Federal Aviation Authority sprskeswi in Grand 
Junction, Colo., who told news sources at the Durango, 

Colo. Herald Wednesday night that there were classi¬ 
fied military aircraft in the area, and not to a$k 
any more questions about the matter as the maneuver 
was ever. However, the FAA on Thursday morning denied 
that such a report had been issued, saying its per¬ 
sonnel are not allowed release that kind of informa¬ 
tion, The Independent has not been able to confirm 
from other sources that military aircraft capable of 
producing a sonic boon were in the area or headed to 
Tucson. 

A rnstiJ>*r nf ,lt* 1o tlm of l|n* nxpto- 

sicns tove been explored* Sow* unique sightings, in¬ 
cluding "a green ball streaking" across the sky 
Wednesday night, lod authorities to believe a meteor¬ 
ite may have caused the noise. McKinley County Sher¬ 
iff Benny Padilla said the tall disintegrated when 
it hit a plateau, whern officers later discovered a 
75 by 25 foot strip of burned trees. Undersheriff 
Jack Graham said he and other officers trying to get 
to the site Wednesday night "saw a meteorite fall, 
and it burnud longer than it should. I saw three or 
four falling stars, lasting longer than usual, about 
15 or 20 seconds". On Thursday, Graham visited the 
site of the fire discovered shortly after the noises 
were first heard. Graham Said there is evidence that 
dynamite was blasted on the rugged plateau east of 
Gallup off of Interstate 40. however, he agreed it 
would be difficult to hear blasting noises as far 
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away as Durango, Authorities have not tied the fire 
to the ejgjlosicns, although on Wednesday evening 
they believed they were related. 

Major Bob Riney, a cormand post controller at 
Davis-Maithan Air force l aic ? in Tucson, said Fri¬ 
day that he is not aware of any aircraft which would 
be capable of achieving a sonic boon landing at the 
base. In addition, he said there is no aircraft at 
the base capable of achieving supersonic flight. In 
addition. Major Gordon Denton with the New Mexico 
Air National Guard said Friday none of their planes 
are classified as "noisemiiker*''* The plane would have 
to bein the "F" category, such as an F-V5 , F-111 or 
F-104 to travel at the speed of sound and create a 
boon, the pilot said* 

A Farmington man, Rick Wilkie, reported seeing "hiriks 
of a meteor falling off" as the meteor came in fran 
the western sky as he was watching from a point a- 
bout 25 miles southwest of Farmington. Wilkie said 
the spectacle could have been related to what appar¬ 
ently fell near Gallup, but that it looked like it 
was much closer, Norman Thomas, a research associate 
at Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff , said Thursday 
that people who witness falling meteorites usually 
believe they are going to land in their area when, 
in fact, they fall several hundred miles away* State 
FOlioe said soil samples were taken firm the bum 
site on Thursday* In addition, a representative of 
the Kerr-McGee Carp, here took a geiger counter to 
the burned area and "there was no sign of abnormal 
radiation counts", according to Sgt* Sonny Morrow. 

The infamous "burned area" was located above "Stink¬ 
ing Springs Rim", a plateau rim that runs parallel 
along the north side of Interstate 40 for a few miles 
east of Gallup (actually between Fort Wingate, an 
Army munitions depot and the point where the Conti* 
Rental Divide crosses the Interstate highway}. In an 
interview with Crux , Jack Graham, who is no longer 
associated with the McKinley County Sheriff’s Office, 
reported that l+ We were getting some very high read¬ 
ings” around Stinking Springs Ritn. "We would go out 
theta on snowmobiles”, Graham said, "And we would 
have scintillators and geiger counters and every 
once in a while (readings) would jump up... but we 
never could pinpoint the area that it was coming 
from ” 

In a second article authored by Lynn Bartels in the 
January 15, 1953 Gallup Independent , she discussed 
some of the attention that the story had directed 
toward Gallup: 

...An ABC representative called about setting up a 
direct line frqnv Burbank, Calif., to Albuquerque 
to go through Gallup to get the story, TTie Associa¬ 
ted Press sent the story nationwide, and when peo¬ 
ple in nearby Arizona got the news, they too wanted 
information* Robert Haag, a self-described "meteor¬ 
ite fanatic" called f rem TUcscn on Friday to anneunce 
lie is offering a S10OO reward for a piece of meteor¬ 
ite. He added he wants a piece weighing at least a 
pound, A "green ball of fire" that streaked through 
the sky Wednesday night and was seen by McKinley 
County Sheriff Benny Padilla, foil up Police Quef 
Frank Gonzales and a amber of other people is a 
atony meteorite, Haag said. The green toll "is a very 
good sign that a meteorite is coming in", he said. 

Hcvever, like many others, H»og discredited an ear¬ 
lier theory that the fire to a rugged peak miles 
north of the McGaffey turnof f was started by a fall¬ 
ing meteorite. "A meteorite has never started a 
fine or ever been so hot you couldn’t hold it in 
ynur hand", ho said. 

Elsewhere, a reporter for the Denver Post , Kit Mini¬ 
clier, called the Callup newspaper to check a Uni¬ 
ted Press International photo that showed a picture 
of McKinley County Undersheriff Jack Graham stand¬ 
ing near a "25 foot crater”. Miniclier wondered if 
there were such a crater. He was told that when 
state police and FBI officials visited the scene 
Thursday morning, they reported finding no indenta¬ 
tions, suspicious craters or debris that might sug¬ 
gest a plane had crashed* 

Crux ’s interpretation of the photo referred to by 
Miniclier, after viewing the photo as published in 
the Farmington Dally Times and interviewing Jack 
Graham, is that Graham, rather than standing in or 
near a "crater", is standing on the slope just below 
the rim or top of the mesa. 
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On Saturday , January 15th, the Farmington, Pe 11 y Time a 
reported, in an AP dispatch out of Gallup: 

McKinley County Sheriff Bemie( sic ) Padilla says soil 
sajnples frcsn the area where a mysterious fire broke 
out on a high plateau east of the city have been pert 
to the state laboratory for analysis* Authorities 
hope the analysis will help determine the cause of 
the fire* which seme have said was sparked by dyna¬ 
mite and others have theorized was the result of a 
motoorite. Unctersherlff Jack Graham says he believes 
dynamite caused a fire. Padilla so id, however, he 
questioned the dynamite theory because of the distance 
at which the explosions were heard. The noise was re¬ 
ported as far away as the Farmington area and south¬ 
western Colorado. Padilla said explosive testing at 
the much nearer Fort Wingate can barely be heard 
in Gallup. 

Regarding the soil samples, one confidential source 
told us that unspecified metallic material was found. 
When we spoke with Jack Graham, he provided a possi¬ 
ble explanation: 

I found the tape that keeps the wires of blasting 
cape together. I found the wire itself - not the 
lead wire, but the blasting cap wire- I used to work 
in a mine, so l p m familiar with it. What wo dug ait 
of the pock-holes where the caps blew - w were get¬ 
ting tiny pieces of what looked like a 1 uni mm. And 
all of that was what made me believe there was a 
blasting cap involved in it. 

Vet, with his next continent, Graham posed s problem 
for the aluminum as an explanation for the metal in 
the soil sample: 

(The state police) went up by helicopter and .took 
seme soil sanples the next morning. But when 1 went 
back up, they hadn’t taken any samples Where the 
blast - where the pockets were. 'They took them 
higher up on the ridge. 

we talked with John HcBreen, news director at a Gal¬ 
lup radio station, who had a continuing interest in 
the story. From the sheriff’s office, he obtained a 
soil sample from the area in question. He passed it 
along to a friend who worked for the state Energy 1 
Mineral Dept, in Santa Ft?. The man turned the sample 
over to a State laboratory in Albuquerque for analy¬ 
sis,. He had been told by the people at the lab that, 
yes, they would have no problem analyzing the sample. 
Hearing of no results after a month or so, the San¬ 
ta Fe man called the lab, only to be told that, as 
it turned out, they did not have the proper equipment 
to carry out the analysis. He contacted a friend with 
the FBI who forwarded the sample to an unnamed sci¬ 
entific laboratory in Hew York, They reported that 
1 there was nothing unusual about the soil. 

We had acquired one more newspaper report, from the 
Farmington Daily Times of Sunday, January 16, 1983. 
Reporter Rex Graham wrote: 

A seismograph measuring device at Chaco Canyon used 
to record ground vibrations around prehistoric ruins 
there is helping to eliminate sane theories explain¬ 
ing a series of strange events in New Mexico Wednes¬ 
day night. It was a night sane wxi’t soon forget. 

Local residents were sitting down to dinner or TV 
in their hones about 5:30 p.m. Wednesday evening 
when their attention was diverted. A leud 'teas 1 ’ 
echoed across northern Hew Mexico and southern Colo¬ 
rado, About 20 minutes later, Gallup residents were 
startled by the first of about seven loud "explosion- 
like noises". 

At first it was thought a plane had crashed, Mo sign 
of plane wreckage was found. And while the explosion - 
like noises were being heard in Gallup the second 
boom in the Four Comers area echoed across a broad 
area of northern New Mexico and southern Colorado 
shortly after 7 p.m. 

McKinley County Sheriff Benny Padilla said the nolees 
around Gallup ceased about 8;00 p.m. At about 10 p.m., 
Graham, Padilla and other law enforcement officials 
saw a "green fireball" swing across the sky foe about 
15 seconds, then disappear. This time there was no 
sound as the meteor vanished. Residents in the Farm¬ 
ington area reported seeing a similar gloving object 
in the sky. 

TO many, the boars, meteor sighting and explosion and 


fire Beared part of the same phenomenon. Sheriff 
Padilla offered an explanation that meteors trav¬ 
eling toward the ground at supersonic speeds set 
off sonic boons before striking earth. He said 
the multiple booms jtay have resulted frtm a "me¬ 
teor shesmr”. 

There ware other possibilities. ‘"We thought itws 
that Russian satellite 0 , Padilla said Thursday. The 
satellite theory vna discounted by those who track 
tlicm with sophisticated tracking systems. Kay Cor¬ 
mier r a spokeswoman for the North American Aero¬ 
space Defense Gormand said rene of the approximate¬ 
ly 4,000 man-made satellites new circling the 
globe fell "at that location or times", 

A break seemed to ccne ■ Thursday afternoon. Under- 
sheriff Graham said he was sure the Gallup explo¬ 
sions were caused by intentionally set dynamite 
charges. "I could sue 11 the sulphur smell of dyna¬ 
mite", Graham said, "I know that smell real well* 1 . 

Soil samples have been collected for analysis. On 
the mesa, Graham also found special tape used bo 
attach blasting caps to dynamite sticks, A land- 
owner in the area reported seeing a man leaving 
the mesa near Springsfcffld about 45 minutes before 
the first blast was heard. The discovery seemed to 
raise more questions than it answered. 

0. J. Brittion, a specialist at the Albuquerque 
Seismologies! Center, doubted that explosions in 
Gallup could have been heard 80 miles north in 
Farmington or 45 miles further north In Durango, 

Colorado. Fortunately, a sei anagraph machine at 
Chaco Canyon, about midway between Gallup and 
Farmington was listening to the whole thing, larry 
Jaksha, a geophysicist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey, said the machine records earth tremors, 
sonic booms and other natural and man-made phen¬ 
omena. , 'The seismograph station records the Utah 
International (coal mine) dynamite charges every 
day”, said Jaksha, "But they are larger than a 
couple of sticks of dynamite 0 . The researcher said 
the nachine at Chaoo Canyon picked up Vm disturb¬ 
ances Wednesday night: one at 5:30 p.m, and another 
95 minutes later, or about 7:05 p.m. "We also re¬ 
corded the same two at Socorro with a time delay", 
he Said. 

Jaksha explained that the short time delay in re¬ 
cordings at Socorro indicates that those disturb¬ 
ances originated In northern New Mexico or south¬ 
ern Qilorado. He said other seismic recording sta¬ 
tions in the state also picked up the 5:30 p.m. 
and 7:05 p.m* signals. "We've had similar things 
when people in the Estancia valley and Mountain- 
air were hearing these things'’, the geophysicist 
said. The noises in Farmington, according to Jak¬ 
sha, appear very similar to the Estancia "sonic 
booms" several years ago and later cCnfirmed to be 
caused by military aircraft. "Hie booms were caused 
by an airplane", he said. Hoover, he added that: 

"It was very unusual that they were so widely felt 
and widely heard". 

Jaksha said none of the disturbances in Gallup r ^re 
large enough to register on the machines. Ton 
Graves, a spokesran for the Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration's Southwest office said Friday that air 
traffic control personnel tad no record of private, 
ocrmercial or military aircraft flying near Gallup 
m Wednesday night when the noises were heard. Re¬ 
ferring to the reported sightings of a possible 
meteor, he said, "I don’t think there is much asso¬ 
ciation between the green thing and the rest of this”. 

Air Force officials contacted by the Daily Times 
could not verify that a military plane was in the 
Four Comers area at the time of the sonic boors. 

But a spckeswoTHn for Edwards Mr Force Base in 
California said, "There are a lot of military air¬ 
craft around here". 

Chaco Canyon is a former national monument which, 
in 19fll, was designated as the Chaco Culture Na¬ 
tional Historic Fark. The park includes some of 
the most spectacular of the dozens of ruins of the 
long-vanished Anasazi culture which lie scattered 
across the San Juan Basin. Crux personnel visited 
the very remote Chaco Canyon in April of 1983. One 
of our party, in casual conversation with park 
superintendent Walter Harrlman, brought up the "Gal¬ 
lup Incident"* Harriman remarked that a tremendous 
boom or concussion was felt at Chaco Canyon, with 
considerable vibroticn, Harriman had his personnel 
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check the ruins in the canyon for damage, as there 
was great concern for some of the weaker walla and 
structures. Luckily, no significant damage was found. 
Harriman said that the military then became involved, 
and the people at Chaco were unable to learn just 
what had actually happened* 

Just to what degree did the military become "invol¬ 
ved' 1 ? We talked to Mrs* Cheryl Meyers, wno had been 
mentioned in Lynn Bartels 1 article of January 14th, 
Mrs. Meyers and her husband, a truck driver, live 
near the point where the Continental Divide crosses 
Interstate 40, 25-26 miles east of Gallup- As Jack 
Graham would also tell us, area residents knew that 
teste flights of different types of military aircraft, 
including missiles, were often conducted between the 
White Sands Missile Range in south-central New Mexi¬ 
co and Nellis Air Force Base In Nevada* So it was not 
totally unheard of to have military activity in the 
ares(even though the area does pot lie directly on 
a White Sands-to-Nellis line)* however, Mrs. Meyers 
pointed out that, during what they assume are and are 
told are routine military exercises, military activi* 
ty, in the form of planes and helicopters, is noted 
On one day but gone the next day*But what was strange 
about this January 1953 event was that there was “a 
lot of activity, both light planes and helicopters 1 ', 
for about a week after that night* 

Crux talked to a man who resides near the community 
of Thoreau, a few miles east of the Continental Di¬ 
vide* We was driving home from work on the night of 
January 12 and he noticed the fire on the mesa that 
others had reported and that Jack Graham would soon 
visit on foot, the Thoreau man noticed military 
choppers around during the next day or two* 

the next day, the 13th, Mrs* Meyers* husband drove 
west on Interstate 40. As he passed along the rim 
which lies just north of the highway, he noticed "a 
lot of activity" along and up on the plateau- Traf¬ 
fic was even blocked off along some of the roads 
leading up to the rim* There were police and sher¬ 
iff’s cruisers and military vehicles, according to 
Mr. Meyers, At the time, Mr, Meyers was hauling gaso¬ 
line* There are two large fuel plants in the area: 
a propane plant near Fort Wingate and a gasoline and 
Diesel plant further east. The Meyers suspect that a 
military aircraft crashed and/or exploded, and they 
feel that the military may have tried to keep the 
issue as quiet as possible or at least confused, be¬ 
cause the incident occurred so close to the fuel fa¬ 
cilities, The Meyers "definitely heard the booms’ 1 . 
When asked if they sounded like sonic booms, Mrs* 
Meyers replied: 

The "tone" was different* It sounded like sane thing 
that esne fran the ground and not from the air. Me 
used to work in the mines a lot. It «s more like 
a giant dynamite exploskn* It wes the kind of sound 
that comes from the ground, not from the air* 

There were two sounds that they recall hearing* She 
also felt that they lasted too long to be sonic 
booms * 

we found that the Meyers were among many in the area 
who believed that a military aircraft may have ex¬ 
ploded and/or crashed or that some kind of experiment 
went awry. We wondered what Jack Graham thought; we 
talked with him almost two years after the incident: 

I really think it was a bunch of things that tap- 
pened at the same time - just coincidence.*. 1 think 
there were a couple of meteors or meteorites that 
caine down - we saw those.**! was the first one to 
go up to the (fire) scene* I got there about 11:00 
o’clock at night***It f s very isolated* It was very 
hard to git to it* It was even harder getting out. 

I took an alternate route out and It took me twice 
as ling to cone out as it did to go in* 

There were a bunch of trees on fine - where they had 
cleared cut an area on top of the mesa and pushed 
these trees off near the edge. There was just a big 
long rw of dead trees where they had pushed them 
off* And acmebcdy just set fir* to them. In fact, 
theytumad and anoldered for several days up there* 

Thai setnebody planted a couple of stashes of dynamlte- 
it could hove beei seme other type of explosive. 

1 rosily don't believe it was a military experiment. 

Me hove a lot of jets breaking the sound barrier a- 


round hare. Even that night, when I wi climbing 
up on the mountain, I heard a couple Bore blasts, 
and right after the blasts, yen Otald hear a jet 
trailing off. 

And yet... 

Ita military assured (radio nevsnanl Jckin McBreeri 
there had not been a fly-over test of any type of 
aircraft since, I think, November the 19th before 
the incident. 

Undersheriff Graham apparently saw the same green 
fireballs reported by his boss, Sheriff Padilla: 

(The meteors) tad a green glow to them. When 1 was 
up txi top of the mountain, 1 saw what they n™ 

Out of the northwest and headed southeast over 
Itotaffey* 

According to Graham’s estimate, he was 2 to 3 miles 
from Sheriff Padilla's locatIon- 

Something else occurred that night approximately 
15 miles south of the area of the "burn site", in 
the direction of the community of Ramah, We asked 
Jack Graham about a quote attributed to him regar¬ 
ding area residents becoming exposed to a "gas" 
that night, and it "made them nauseous * We asked 
if he knew one of these people that might talk to 
us, and we were given a name. 

We'Ll call him "Carl". He has a position m law en¬ 
forcement and lives on a ranch in a remote area be¬ 
yond McGaffey. First, there was an explosion, Carl 
was in the house and he "felt it more than heard 
it’Mrecall Mrs* Meyers' statement as well as Dr. 
Cooley’s comment regarding dynamite). Not only did 
it not sound like a sonic boom; it lasted much too 
long* "It was different altogether. We’ve had quite 
a few of them (sonic booms). They used to set off 
a lot of them up here, but then people got tired 
of it and complained and they made then quit", 

Carl got up to leave the house to aee what was hap¬ 
pening* By the time he got outside, the tremor 
had ceased, but his cattle seemed agitated. He 
walked 25-20 feet around and away from the house 
to a vantage point looking southwest**. 

That’s when I saw the fire - just like a big tall 
of fire - kinds red. It looked like maybe there 
was an explosion and something started burning 
and then It just wait out. I thought it was a 
missle that blew up* 

He referred to missiles that are shot over the 
area from White Sands - "Quite a few have blown up 
in this area". Carl never saw anything airborne - 
just the glowing fire in an even more remote area 
which he estimated was perhaps 10 miles southwest. 
The fire appeared to have ceased completely after 
about 10 minutes. It had been seen by others in 
Gallup, maybe 20 miles to the northwest* The dis¬ 
patcher at the fire department watched it* 

The wind, biowing from the west and southwest, bore 
a bonus for Carl, About 15 to 20 minutes after the 
fire had died out, Cark was still outside, check¬ 
ing his stock, when he was struck by a noxious fl¬ 
oor * *. 


It sure did atink and burn your eyes - 
kind of gave us a headache - don 1 1 know 
what it was, but it sure did stink. 

It was unlike anything Carl had smelled before; he 
simply knew of nothing with which to compare it. 

It lasted 15-40 minutes and the effects wore off 
after a couple of hours* It seemed to have no last¬ 
ing effect on the livestock. When asked if he knew 
of anyone else in the area who might have noticed 
the smell, Carl explained that "everyone else in 
the area leaves for the winter and wo’re the only 
ones who stay in here"* 

The next day, Thursday, law enforcement personnel 
used snowmobiles to search the area Carl estimated 
to be that of the "fire site’ 1 * It wan 4 to 5 miles 
from the nearest road* There was up to three feet 
of snow on the ground* Nothing was found* 
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So what? Meteor falls, fireballs - be they meteors or 
simply unexplained - even green fireballs - may not 
be terribly commonplace, yet they are certainly not 
unprecedented. Nor are mysterious "booms", unexplain¬ 
ed explosions or tremors - nor anomalous gases or 
strange, noxious odor-attacks. Significant here, of 
course, is their juxtaposition on the night of Jan¬ 
uary 12, 1483. That garnered our attention - as did 
the obvious confusion and divergence over just what 
actually happened, why,where, when and how many. Was 
it all just coincidence, as Jack Graham and others 
would suggest? Even if It were not, it appeared that 
the events of that evening - especially since noons 
seemed to have a handle on what happened - would be 
quickly lost in the murky catacombs of Forteana. 

Than we began to hear the rumors, from sources pre¬ 
viously reliable. Some of the bits and pieces were 
said to be "the word" making the rounds in the mili¬ 
tary- intelligence-scientific community in New Mexi¬ 
co: 

*Sone of the ocnfuakn resulted fztmi the deliberate 
injection Of mis-cr-iUs-infaEiimtite. This was ne¬ 
cessary to obscure the highly sensitive "truth" of 
what actually occurred. 

*The so-called "fire site" east of Gallup res a 
dynamite-induced diversion, to direct attention 
away from the primary site or sites. It is sug¬ 
gested that the armed "bad>?packer"seen in the area 
my have been there for that purpose. {Another 
"* jmqmn Jl fra* ‘'beck East" tea reported missing 
in the Gallup area. No connect.ion, psrhspv, and we 
den 1 1 know if he was ever found). 

*A "Top Secret" operation was in progress that night, 
and an aircraft crashed or exploded. 

*Tte aircraft w a highly s^isitive and experiren- 
tal military device, or... 

•An extraterrestrial craft crashed or crash-land¬ 
ed. One account says that it smr of skip-crashed, 
bouncing into or along one site before finally skip¬ 
ping along and ceding to rest at a second site. 

There would be a sort of precedent for this in 
the aocmxii of "The Boswell Incident" {Berlitz A 
Moore, Gnamet 4 Dunlap, 1900) r in which parts of 
a UFO were said to hove crashed or fallen off in 
the SkxMall, New Mexico area, with the balance of 
the craft finally crashing Into the Plains of San 
Augustin, west of Socorro, New Mexico In 1947 {with 
the bodies of alien crew raters found at the site)* 

•The primary cooah site nos BOOMhers near Chaco 
Canyon (Qiaoo Culture National Hi st oric Park). 

*A "retrieval 11 operation ensued, while attrition 
res diverted to fillup and Fsrmingtcxi and Durango. 
"Sanethlng" {be it terrestrial or extraterrestrial) 
was removed from the side of the canyon or ravine 
into which it had crashed. It res transported! by 
air to Kirtland Air Fbrce Base adjoining the City 
of Albuquerque. It was set down and a protective 
structure was built around it. 

•there ware reports of "silver spheres" descending 
and uoeRling semewhere in the Gallup area. 

*Ihere ware also reports of ind apate nt investiga¬ 
tors in the technical ccmunity In Albuquerque who 
ware threatened and/or harrassed or otherwise warn¬ 
ed to stay away from the Gallup arcs, after they 
had expressed interest in pursuing their own investi¬ 
gation of the event{«h 

within a day or two following the incident, attempt! 
were made to telephone individuals in the Gallup A 
Farmington areas. A CRUX associate was told by a long 
distance operator that calls were unable to be placed 
into that ares due to a "storm* 1 . Wa*ve been unable 
to turn up anyone who recalls such a "storm"(the 
weather had been perfect on the night of January 1 ?\ 

Our investigation - and that of others - will contin¬ 
ue. And we will announce whatever results might be 
forthcoming. 


Mora foot For C. Liltfmi Fin 


In the aftermath of the "Gallup Incident**, we began 
to take note of certain developments. Then we rum¬ 
maged back through our files and through news clip¬ 
pings furnished by the UFO Newsclipping Service 
(Route 1 - Box 220; Flumerville, Arkansas 72127). 

He assembled a group of reports from around the 
world, covering a few weeks and months both preced¬ 
ing and succeeding "Gallup". None are identical but 
they feature elements that are at least reminiscent 
of the Gallup affair. 

August IS. 1952 

Fremont County, Idaho- near Marysville, Aehtort* Sev¬ 
eral witnesses saw an object flashing blue and green 
lights and "all different colorB**zoom overhead from 
out of the south until it exploded with "a boom, 
like thunder in the distance" over the Henry’s Fork 
of the Snake River. A group of campers near the ri¬ 
ver estimated that it exploded only 4 few hundred 
feet away from them over the river. Two teenagers 
retrieved five pieces of rock from that area of the 
river. One said one piece was "kind of gooahy", like 
wet ashes" as he took it from the water. The rocks 
dried to resemble ashen gray volcanic rock with. It 
la reported, a "green and yellow glassy central 
core". (Idaho Falls Boat-Register ; Nov. 3,1982). 

Late August .lgfl3 

Belleville, St. Clair County, Illinois. Approximate¬ 
ly 35 objects, 5 inches long by 2 inches wide, and 
all metal and in the shape of the letter **E" appar¬ 
ently fell from the sky onto the property of Mrs. 
Judy Reeves and some of her neighbors. Mrs. Reeves 
found some of the capitol "E"’a Imbedded in a roof. 
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat of September 2, 1982 
reported: 

...She took a sample to Scott Mr Force Base to 
see if the metal might hare fallen from a plane, 
but no cm had ever aoen similarly Shaped metal 
pieces. The FAA office in St. Louis sent a rep¬ 
resentative to collect the samples. '^Everything 
about it is imusual", said Troy Sins, aviation 
safety inspector. "It did not cone from part of 
an aircraft. We don't think it fell cut of a 
plane". He said the objects may be stabilizers 
from an electrical transformer. Illinois Power 
workers say the items are too esall to be fnn 
their transforare, Jfra. Reeves Bald. , 

September 1982 

San Angelo, Toe Green County, Texas. Hot debris 
free two "flashes" in a three-week period fell on¬ 
to parts of San Angelo. The debris was reported to 
have been similar in appearance to "crumpled up tin¬ 
foil". (San Angelo Standard-Times . Sept.22,1952) 

Late September 1952 

Hutchinson Island, off Martin County, Florida. Two 
teenagers discovered a 7£-pound chunk of what was 
thought to possibly be a meteorite on the beach. 

The west Palm Beach Post (Sept.24, 1982) reported: 

Detective BUI Sprague said the black, tooth- 
ahaped find could be a meteorite at a part of 
a r o cket , burned by fricticn as it entered 
the earth's atmosphere. He said he wasn't cer¬ 
tain if it was metal, but that If it was, it 
was curiously heavy. An attanpt to determine 
if the rough, cinderlike coating would cam off 
with a steel file failed. The tool barely 
scratched the object's surface. 

Thursday. October 14■ 1982 

Dallam 4 Hartley Counties, Texas. An earthquake 
measuring 1.9 on the Richter scale hit the north¬ 
west part of the Texas Panhandle. The Earthquake In¬ 
formation Center in Golden, Colorado, said it was 
only the second recorded earthquake for that area, 
the previous one striking March 11, 1945, It "felt 
like a sonic boom*’ or it "felt like a big train was 
coining through". ( Dallas Times Herald, Oct. 15,1982) 

Monday, November 8, 1952 

Wethersfield, Connecticut. An apparent meteor hit 
Wethersfield for the second time in eleven years. 

The softballraised rock crashed Into a living room 
as a family watched M*A*S*H. According to the Asso- 



















elated Frau, local police had received "numerous 
phone calls from itiIdast* who raported seeing ‘bright 
lights and than heard an explosion * 1 - phenomena asso¬ 
ciated with meteor* rushing through the atmosphere", 

A Hartford astronomer cited "about air or eight fea¬ 
tures ” that the black-encreated rook shared with me¬ 
teorite*. (Della* Tlw Herald . Nov. 10. 19621 

Tuwdjy. WovmhT It, 19« 

Sussex County, southern Delaware. Five boom* occur¬ 
red in a 39-minute period between 6:00 and 9:00 AM* 
Thay were recorded by seismographs in the county seat 
of Georgetown. One or ncra of the boom* were heard 
as far north a* Millville in southern Mew Jersey, ac¬ 
cording to a Federal Aviation Administration spokes¬ 
man in Millville. Be knew of no air traffics that 
might have been responsible. ( Ledger-Star i Norfolk, 
Virginia; November 17 r 1962) 

Monday, December 13* 19pi 

Arlington, Texas - between Dallas $ Fort North. A 
10-lnch shard of "blue ice* crashed through trees 
and a roof and shattered on the floor inside a house. 
Officials were reported to be “baffled", although 
there was speculation that the ice waa from an air¬ 
liner's laboratory system.(Paris,TX News; 12-15-62) 

30* U63 


Roswell, New Mexico. According to the Associated 
Press (December 22, 1962): 


A football-shaped bright li^it In the night sky 
that prcwptad calls to the fire dapartswit eight 
have bean the contrail of a let, authorities say. 
"It ms kind of imird looking”, said Garland 
Everett, a state police mend ca tion s ope r a ter. 

"1 imagine it mm a jet. It locked Ilka a jest's 
i would look in tha daytime. The jet's 
locked like an arc about the shape of a 
It was quits largs", Everett said, "it's 
clear as a bell here and pretty cold. You could 
see lights ahead of the thing. It ptdrtily lasted 
about five mlnutas". Hem was m exploskxv he 
said. The federal Aviation Administration was 
contacted "and they didn't have anything at allV 
Everett laid. Hie Hawaii Fir* Dqparbmt received 
reports of an empire 1m Monday night, but city 
police and firm wits sent to the ares, six milea 
west of the city, could not find anything, a 
cfeparferent official y jd, 


And. 


(over 100 miles at of ItoomU) sadtaaoa, 
(over 150 miles south of tbasll). the Albjcajsrgje Jour¬ 
nal of Decanter 24, 1962 reported that... 

Hr* Dsna Ana County (ed.iutsiLa* <kuces area) after- 
iff’* department was deluged with calls Monday and 
Tuesday nights fra persons inquiring about Strangs 
Lights In tha iky, .*.tha o*U* cwst frun as far 
away aa Dons Ana , about nine mils* north of the 
city* end veto, shout 16 aUse south. Also, sev¬ 
eral officers and s dispatcher iwpmtsd having 
seen the limits. 

The dispatcher Thursday attributed tha lights f riucft 
dm said lit tha entire l asisw east of tin ecuth- 
ern Organ Mountains, to flarea druppeJ tram mili¬ 
tary helicopters foe mmaMsi on tans Ana tangs* 

I of Poet Bliss* 


Ths massive Fort Ellas Military reservation lies 
east of Las Cruces, north of El Paso and south of 
Alamogordo. Adjoining Fort Elisa on the north Is 
the even norm massive Mbits Bands Missile Hang* (and 
Holloman Air Fores Baas near Alamogordo) - hundreds 
of square miles of military playground. 

However, tha lights sitotad fra north of Las 
Crucee could not be explained by anything oc¬ 
curring w dm Ads Hangs nearly 30 idles to 
th* southeast. Checks with ptollc affairs of¬ 
fices at both tat Elisa and itoite 5 
taiga riisd seme light on tbs 11 tots, 
spokessn at tat Alims confirmed that 1 
mere night training Maneuvers at Dfcn hnIWg» 
both nitotSf and said oartain atmomimric am- 
dlti^Ta^d <*u« vUiU. ^ th. 
light of aerial flarea bowesd off low rigid*, 
tad both nights therm were training Samvelsee at 
Wilts Sards Bfcmce tartar, rim 4-6-bUUcn cm- 
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lights tab t±m lending strip's cdtot 

into day* tat s Wiitm Mnk T "-mid all 

lighting at the shuttle landing strip ware sta¬ 
tionary ground JUtotS, m* for T-36 KftSA 
jets used in landing simulations* tad he said ha 
doubted that the high-flying j*t» could be aiata- 
ksn for QFQ*. 

But additional reports df strange lights In the 
Sky £rca os far osy as Komoll mj Faoos, Texas, 
could not be attributed to either flares from 
Dons Ams tangs or landing strip light* at Wilts 

A Wd—l for ths Assooimtmd Press in Al- 
l said the ft,sms) 1 reports had bean traced 
to " so m eth ing lewchad tarn VSndanberg Ur Perce 
tarns in California*. 

waaqplaimd. imy- 


bs it warn ti 
by the glow fron tha landing lltots at khibe 
md bomcing off the tiling 


Bupdsy, December 26, 1982 

Northern Ohio. Some residents of a lO-square-mlle 
ares covering southsrn Cuyahoga County, northern Me* 
dibs County and eastern Lorain County were "terri¬ 
fied" by a "loud.-.low, long, violent explosion* at 
approximately 7:15 PM. Moat who board the ay*ter- 
loua boom believed it waa only a couple of blocks 
from them. DPI reported: 

*trm guy tailed A tald it fait like the walla at 
his ham* « casing in*, Lorain Cbmty sheriff '» 
coasfcnlcstiCTi officer taa KaUay Hid. Ss sort 
armsnrwi out fer an hair mri they tosdad, hit 
caulto’t fiiri anything". Polios and firmfitot"** 
scoured ths acme for possible gas Him aploalm, 
plane crashes and dfyrmsifce blast*, but fond noth¬ 
ing.,*, .ftm Cleveland Hopkins International Air¬ 
port central tower said there mus no Indication 
fra radar tint a plans had reused a S3ilc bom. 

The demand Ehtiml Weather Service said there 
mi no thimdantccma In tha ares tantoy night. 

Natural gas cramnlma said thay knew at no explo* 

- * - 12-20-a 


alma in their lines, ( Milwaukee Jouf ■ ,12- 


62) 


TNrjflaYf Dfe?«b*r 30, lf&2 

Ned River Perish, Louisians* According to various 
accounts, resident* sew a fiery ball hovering or 
crashing to the ground, or an apparent airplane was 
•sen to crash, all over s wooded ares northeast of 
the Parish (County) seat of Coushstta, Louisiana. 
The Times in nearby Natchitoches reported on Jan. 
20, 1963 that,- * 

On mn said he saw a "circle at lights with a 
iitaller circle of lltots within ths Mgger cir¬ 
cle. It ra just homing owe ths tnstops and 
it sounded like e fan motor, nothing' else, then 
ell of s sudden, it left*. And in iltogetimr 


lltots in about ths ram spot and dasnrlhsrf than 
ths semm my. "It warn hovering ora ths tree 
tope, but it nods no sound like s helicopter or 
ai airplane, just a sllant rafting eanl, thsi it 
took off real fast and dUsppstred". 

In tha toys Anilnrlng ths reports, saiJiiu 
united ths surrounding areas, end filed this re¬ 
port: "Ha wot to ths xpet rimes (they) smw sera- 
cniflj* ift tmn mo ieuw Etin orewfi cr*fiii 
BftBsred off th* tcpfslc) and rim gran 3 
were laying cn the grand. It locked 
had cods through ths trace, became it left a nth 
through the tops of trees, tat we dlto't fliri any¬ 
thing there". Us asaxriur* also said there Is a 
strange, twwrplalnahls "add-like" afar In a aa- 


Lately, hemwr, the tncidmvt sera to haw twm 
solved - at least to sens. Authorities now be¬ 
lieve that a stunt pilot too was flying In ths 
area at the time was what ell ths fuss wasabout. 

Hut, the Times reported, the Coushstta newspaper, 
the £4£l££n, maintained that the mystery was yet to 
be solved: 


"Just this weak we've hi 
s couple repeale d that they had tel lira! i 
kind of WO tat about a mile and a half*, says 
qtism staffer tavid Irvin* "and another imn said 
he smr sonthing on fixe horaing, thin tha flrae 
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went out, just like sanecne turned it off. Ihen the 
craft - it was ofalcng shaped - disappeared. I've been 
out there several times, and we hav^ scmething out in 
these woods 11 . 

Thursday, December 30, 1962 

Santa Monica, California. As a man watched the movie 
“Meteor" on television, he heard a crashing noise in 
his hack yard. A chunk of ice "at least three feet 
and 200 pounds' 1 had fallen through the roof of an un¬ 
occupied guest house, breaking a large wooden beam 
in the process. Ice that had accumulated on the wing 
of an airliner was offered as an explanation, (Albu¬ 
querque, New Mexico, Journal ; December 31, 1982) 

Mid-January 1983 (Reported in press Jan.17th) 

Nacae, Brazil, 120 miles north of Rio deJaneiro. A 
“mysterious metallic cylinder" fell onto and damaged 
a house- A brief article in the London, England 
Times of January 17, 1983, stated... 

The cylinder was incandescent when it struck the 
house of Senior Maura Freitaa Soares and started a 
small fire. No me was injured, it]lice described 
the object as about 2 ft. Icng and 4 in. in diame¬ 
ter. It ted two snail windows which shewed numer¬ 
ous red wires inside. Local citizens were divided 
into those contending the object was a piece of 
the errant Cosmos 1402 and those convinced it fell 
from a flying saucer. 

Saturday. January j_5 L 1983 

Reading, England, 35 miles west of London. A "ball 
of fire" fell from the sky and started a fire in a 
field near Reading- According to the Western Daily 
Press of Bristol, England (January 17, 1983): 

Mr Hedley Watkins, aged 62, saw the burning object 
from his flat in Irwer Earley, Reading, Berks, "it 
was bright red and about a foot across. It fell out 
of the sky and into a field about 500 yards front 
here. Within ascends, the grass was alight", Mr. 

Watkins said. Mrs ^rnela Quelch, who lives balf-a- 
ndle a*ey In Falcon Avame, also saw the "extrosnely 
bright , red object’ 1 fall bo the ground. Her sen 
David, 23, said: "What particularly concerns us is 
the way in which it set fire so easily to tbs wet 
grass 1 *. 

In the U.S., the Associated Press I Sherman, Texas, 
Democrat i January 17, 1983) quoted a police spokes¬ 
man who said "there was ‘not believed to be any con¬ 
nection whatsoever* with a crippled Soviet satellite 
expected to re-enter Earth's atmosphere". There were 
some charred remains. The periodical Foresight (Bir¬ 
mingham, England; July-September 1983) reported that; 

Rsnains, a piece of metal wire with a stall disc and 
gone ashes, were taker, to the Hone Office forensic 
experts at Aldernastcn far examination. It was how¬ 
ever dismissed as not extraterrestrial. 

That same [tenth a fanner found hundreds of pieces 
of honeycombed metal foil strewn over an area the 
size of three football pitches. In a nearby copse 
branches had been sheared off trees. Police and 
RAF men were called and pieces were taken away but 
the riddle as to what they axe ranatns. The RAF 
said they had no aircraft out at the time and it 
was not part of a weather balloon or a satellite, 

Wednesday, January 19, 1983 

Douglas County, Colorado; south of Denver. There were 
at least Six good sightings of "large green objects 
falling from the sky" shortly after 6:00 PM. This 
came one week after the "Gallup Incident 1 ' in the 
Four Corners region on January 12th. Among the wit¬ 
nesses in Douglas County were a firefighter in Lark¬ 
spur and a police officer in the county seat of Cas¬ 
tle Rock, Denver's Rocky Mountain Hews reported on 
Thursday, January 20th that... 

(Sheriff *s dispatcher J.W.Roth) said the objects 
were reported falling two to four miles east of 
interstate 25 at Sliver Heights; in a field be¬ 
tween Spruce Mountain and South lake Gulch ; at 
Lincoln Way and 1-25; and five miles east of Colo¬ 
rado (highway} S3 on Hilltop Road. Roth Raid a 
preliminary investigation turned up no objects L or 
damage in those areas. He said further investiga¬ 
tions will begin at sunrise Thursday. "We have no 
idea what they were", Roth said. Del Kindschi, a 
Apokeaitan for the North American A erospa ce Defense 


nnr mvtn d in Colorado Springs, said NCEAD earlier 
had received a similar report from Kansas, But, 
he said, NCRAD had received no reports from Douglas 
Cbunty. 

The next day - Friday, January 21, 1983, the Rocky 
Mountain News published a follow-up: 

NO sign could be found Thursday of meteorites in 
Douglas County after a meteor shower turned the 
sky green Wednesday evening. In fact, the shower 
nfiy have occurred far away and have only appeared 
to be in or near Douglas County, said Jack Murphy, 
curator of the geology department at the Denver 
feiseuni of Natural History. ,4 We have concluded our 
preliminary investigation and determined that the 
meteor, which was traveling north to south, was 
over the eastern plains, perhaps even over Kan¬ 
sas, , 

An independent investigator, known to CRUX , spoke 
with law enforcement personnel in Douglas County 
a day or two following the event. He was told that 
law enforcement agencies there were instructed by 
"the brass" that, if news media or others were to 
inquire, they were not to release any of the names 
of the witnesses who saw the green lights. 

Friday. January 28, 1963 

Near Clovis, Curry County, New Mexico. An Illinois 
couple, driving on U.S. highway 70 near Clovis saw 
a black object, which was at first believed to be 
a bird, swoop down out of the sky at a 45-degree 
angle. The object struck the top of the station 
wagon, leaving scratches and a greasy substance. 

The offender was described as about six inches 
wide, several feet long, and metallic in appear¬ 
ance. The couple, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Reed of Dan¬ 
ville, Illinois, drove into Clovis to assess the 
damage and file a report with authorities. They 
had quickly stopped after being struck, but there 
was no immediate sign of the object in the open 
countryside. Personnel from nearby Cannon Air 
Force Base initiated a search for the object. Their 
intention was to determine if it could have part 
of an airplane stationed at the base. Nothing was 
reported to have been found as the search continued 
into the next day. Gannon reported that all FllI d’s 
at the base had been inspected and all were found 
intact. 

Mr. Reed had noticed several jet aircraft overhead 
a few minutes prior to the descent of the object. 
Afterward, there were no cans,bottles,rubber or 
other debris found in the area, and there had been 
no other vehicles on that area of the highway. Over 
two years later, Mr, Reed told CRUX that he never 
heard nor found out what the object was - that the 
military had informed him by letter that they were 
unable to find the object. In retrospect, Mr, Reed 
believes that it may have been some type of drone 
or RPV (remotely-piloted vehicle}* (Clovis, New 
Mexico News-Journal ; January 28 and 30, 1983} 

Friday, January 26. 1983 

Eastern Tennessee, northern Georgia, western North 
Carolina- A bright white ball of light with a long, 
fiery tail was observed around 4:00 AM. Some wit- 
nesses reported "loud explosions" at the same time. 

Speculation that the ball of fine ws a meteorite 
flying at high altitude refuted by at least 
one witness. Steve Gilliam, who witnessed the ob¬ 
ject with fellow Employees at the Ashland Chanical 
Ob. in East Knoxville (Tam.), sa-iH the Vwl 1 wasn't 
more than 400 feet above the ground. It made an 
"ungodly sound" as it passed over and Gilliam saw 
a red glrw as the object disappeared over a hill. 

He described the hall as "bigger than a 747 (air¬ 
plane) in diameter", with a 50-60 foot flame 
"stretching fron it", and said there wee three 
explosions as it passed over- Both the Knoxville 
Police and Knoxville Sheriff's Dept, received 
calls from citizens and officers reported see¬ 
ing the hell and hearing the explosions. Neither 
police nor deputies could find any evidence of 
the object.( AFRO Bulletin ; Vbl.3l,No.8, 1983 - 
Aerial Phenomena Research CbgaiuzatiQn;Tdcsexi r A£) 

Saturday, January 29 f 1983 

Galveston, Texas- Over a dozen witnesses watched 
six green lights over Galveston Island' s East Beach 
area. The lights appeared suddenly in the sky a- 
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round 7:00 pm, moved slowly over the area for about 
five minutes, then.*. 

The lights then reportedly cams to a stop and re¬ 
frained stationary for about 30 minutes before "zip- 
ping off just before the moon rose", ene witness re¬ 
ported. Two other witnesses said the lights were 
in arranged (sic) In a straight line and verm first 
noticed roving alcng the shoreline at East Heart „ 

The lights became stationary for 10 minutes and sud¬ 
denly toe* off at a *Wry fast" speed o^r the Gulf, 

"I watched the lights for about ID minutes before 
they disappeared", one mao who called The ije«g re¬ 
ported, 

Chris Fraderickaai and Deborah Stable, *dio were ah 
East Beach when the lights appeared, said that f Sbat- 
ever it i*s made no sound. And it was pretty low* 1 . 

They added that though the lights were arranged in a 
definite planar pattern, they did not seem to be 
connected. "I got right under the lights when they 
were stationary and you could boo the stars: between 
them, so they were not connected as Ear as we could 
see it", Frederieksen said. "I don't know what it 
was", they added, "but if it was sane kind of trick 
or hoax, it was an effective one. I would like to 
meet the person that was able to do that E" Law en¬ 
forcement officials said that they had received 
several calls on the strange lights, but that no re¬ 
ports from patrolling officers or the Cbast Guard 
indicated that any officials had seen the objects. 
[Galveston, Texas, Mews ; January 30, 1983) 

Early February 1963 

The Brooks Range and North Slope, northern Alaska. Al¬ 
though no date was cited, USA Today , in its edition 
of February 4, 1983, stated: 

A brilliant flash of yellow light that node a 200- 
mile arc from Deadhorse to the Colville River 
probably was a meteorite, said Neal Brown of the 
University of Alaska's Geophysical institute in 
Fairbanks. r ihe flash illuminated the entire 
Brooks Range of mountains in the North Slope arm. 

Thursday, February 10, 1983 

New Orleans, Louisiana. As faculty members in the 
University of New Orleans 1 Fine Arts Center looked 
on, there was a "long flash" and an object "like a 
meteor" fell glowing red and smoking from the sky, 
Striking the university campus between the Fine 
Arts Center and the campus security office shortly 
after 8:00 ?M. The object burned with a low flame 
for *5-20 minutes, leaving an estimated 50 lbs. of 
charred remaina with "protrudlng circuitry and parts* 
A National Aeronautics and Space Administration of¬ 
ficial, F. Edward William*, and UNO geology profes¬ 
sors examined the object and declared it to be an 
apparently man-made object that was doused with 
kerosene (the object, he said, had smelled of kero¬ 
sene), placed on the campus lawn and ignited by a 
hoaxer or hoaxers. There was a foot-long Skid mark 
next to the object and a 3/*-inch hole in the ground 
beneath it. Williams said the object - about the 
size of three basketballs - would have created a 
much larger crater if it had actually plu m meted to 
the ground as reported. 

One news report said that authorities had detected 
abnormal radiation from the burning remains. This 
was directly contradicted by another news item which 
stated that all tests for excessive radioactivity 
were negative. In another example of divergent re¬ 
portage, one article contradicted Williams 1 state¬ 
ment by reporting that the campus security director 
(who maintained the object came from the sky, even 
if it had been dropped from an airplane) said the 
hole beneath the object was about 12 inches deep. 
{New Orleans Times-Picayune : Feb.11, 1983; Nobles- 
vllle, Indiana Daily Ledger : Feb.11, 1983? Dallas 
Horning News ; Fab. 12, 19S3) 

February 19, 1983 {Saturday) 

Lake County, Ohio (northeast of Cleveland), On Dec. 
26th (which see), residents of Medina, Lorain and 
Cuyahoga Counties (just to the southwest of Lake CoJ 
heard a long, low, violent - and unexplained - ex¬ 
plosion. On thia occasion, a loud boom rocked Lake 
County at about 11:15 PM Saturday night. The Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration ruled out the possi¬ 
bility that a sonic boom was to blame: 

'Ha such event occurred last night", said Arthur 


II 

Sulth, FAA military liaison specialist in Cber- 
Iln. "There were no (superecrdcl planes in the 
area at that tire", said Kenneth Washington, FAA 
area manager at the airport. "Any plane flying 
that low, I would have known about it"....... 

□ale Paddock of the National Weather Service at 
Hopkins (Airport) said no atmospheric conditions 
Saturday could have caused the boom. (Cleveland 
Plain Dealer ; February 21, 1963) 

Sunday, February 20. 1983 

Craighead County and Northeastern Arkansas. Resi¬ 
dents reported a "ball of fire" which appeared 
to strike the ground near the Craighead-Jackson 
county line. Authorities feared an airplane may 
have crashed. A search, however, turned up no evi¬ 
dence on the ground. The object - or one like it - 
had been spotted from as far away as Little Rock, 
Arkansas and Springfield, Missouri, A physics 
professor at the University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, Larry Coleman, told the press that**, 

fit) was probably a "bolide", a fUt-sized 
meteorite that is often aocotpaniod by a sonic 
boon...A bolide flashes with greater tight¬ 
ness than the usual shooting star, tarry dale- 
man explained... "A typical meteor is about the 
size of a grain of sand and it bums up quickly 
with a short flash of lit^it", Coleman said."The 
bolide can be fist-sized and can brrak up and 
flash all the way across the sky". The object 
sighted Sunday evening probably dkfri’t hit the 
ground, a rare phenomenon which would require a 
larger than usual bolide, Qjlonftn said. Although 
witnesses reported seeing the light go behind 
trees and then heard a boom they believed bo 
have hero caused by infract, Coleron said a bo¬ 
lide's landing would not cause any noticeable 
reverberation. ( Arkansas Danperat; Little Hoc*, 

Arkansas; February 22, 19031 

Saturday, February 26 f 1993 

The Gulf of Mexico coast, southern Mississippi. 

At least three or four - and perhaps as many as 
seven - window-shattering, building-rattling ex¬ 
plosions rocked the Mississippi Gulf Coast between 
about noon and 12:30 PM on Saturday, the 26th.The 
booms were heard as far east as Alabama and as 
far west as Bay St.Louis in Southwestern Mississi¬ 
ppi. Thousands of calls from concerned resident* 
flooded police departments in Biloxi and Gulfport. 
The Biloxi-Gulfport Sun-Herald reported(2-27-B3) s 

Tfie Rev. Louis j. Bisele, an earthquake expert 
at Spring Hill Qsllege in Mobile (ALabmfl), reg¬ 
istered toons at 12:11 pm. and 12:30 p,m, txi 
his nine seimogreph machines. "The earth wiggled 
for about 10 seccnds", he said. "It definitely was 
not sane thing that am* from underneath. It was 
pressure «ves that rare from acme thing airborne 
over the Gulf", he said. t\ Louisiana Air National 
Guard spokeanan who asked not to be named said 
four F-4 Phanton fighter planes broke the sound 
barrier around noon near the Qiandeleur Islands, 
about 25 miles south of Gulfport. The planes flew 
across Gulfport at 9:30 a.m., but not at super¬ 
sonic speeds, the spokesman said. 

Brlg.Gm. Ansel M. Stroud, Jr., adjutant general 
of the Louisiana National Guard, said he did not 
think National Guard plains caused the boon (ale), 

"I don’t believe it would be one of ours", he 
said. "Yes, we do have planes that fly over the 
Gulf of Mexico and, at times, they break through 
the sound barrier. But I have no reports of any 
unusual activities involving the Louisiana Air 
National Guard". "Our planes have restrictions 
about breaking Ule sound barrier over built-up 
areas", Stroud said. His chief of staff would lock 
Into it today, he added. 

The spokesman, contacted before Stroud, suggested 
the noise was caused by a weather disturbance or 
secret military aircraft flying at hi^i altitudes. 
According to Eisele, the sonic boon could hove 
originated troa as far as one hundred miles away. 
Kessler Air Force Base's radar recorded four planes 
in the area at the tire of the tocra, according to 
Richard Paul, assistant director of the Harrison 
Oxxity Civil Defense. Faul said he was told the 
F-4’s were flying in a 75 Mil* Circle over the 
GUlf. Faul said he believes these planes reused 
the earth ruobllng sounds. El sale said the second 


467 

















12 

Bound, recorded after a 20 minute Later (sic), could 
not have been a delayed effect. If It was ca'.jaed by 
the planes* he said, they would have had to broken 
( sic ) the 760 aph sound barrier a second tine. Eisele 
said other possible causes were meteors, explosions 
In the Gulf waters end* though highly unlikely, 

Cr. Richard toard, director of the toreau of Jtarine 
toacutoee, nld the last explosives set off in Mlaai- 
aippi waters were Thursday and Friday near the 
toulsiana border. '1 have never seen anything like 
I fait today that wee a result of selamograptdcwark' 1 , 
said board, a Biloxi resident. 

The Rational Weather service in Jackson said the 
boons were not caused by weather disturbances, 'The 
tetimal Space Technology laboratories in Bay St. 

Louis, which acmetimea reck the ground by testing 
rocket mgin, did not cause the noise. "We didn't 
have anything going on cut here", said Lt. Walter 
Black, security supervisor for the facility. 

&rthqurte experts fma touisiara, Ctalorado, Georgia, 
and Tennessee said no earthquakes were registered cn 
their machines. "Our record shows nothing, absolute¬ 
ly nothing, not even a large blast", said Sue teva 
of the Earthquake Irtfomiaticn Cantor in »mphie. Dr. 

Hivid Kief far of Loyola University's physics depart¬ 
ment in Nw Orleans, said that Saturday was "a fair¬ 
ly noisy" dtoy cn the seiaregrapha and "insll stuff** 
such os a light tremor might have been lost In the 
data. Eisele said 3 »*** boom shook Mctoila t**H i*r 

In the week but he did not know what caused it. 

One ban, who had lived in the area since 1929 said 
he had "never, ever, heard anything like this". He 
had been sitting by a window when it hit; the doors 
began shaking, windows began swaying and the ceiling 
began to crack. Other windows in the area were shat¬ 
tered, bottles were knocked from shelves and resi¬ 
dents- fled from their homes and gulfside condos. 

For some people, however, the freeing never happened. 

JCtasiy Rivers, the guard esi duty at Kaeeler Air 
Force Hue's Gate 2, near the beach, had the radio 
on and said he didn't hear or feel a thing. 

The damage from the thunderous sound ms mostly 
psychological , although seme minor damage ms re¬ 
ported. At Lawrence's clothing store In Biloxi *e 
VleuK Marche, an already cracked window began shak¬ 
ing "Ilka a rubber band", said ftosanary Delahouaaey, 
a store employee. The second boon smashed it,.... 

At the White Pillar Restaurant, nine bottles of 
German White wine to the ground. Eight cub¬ 

by holes away, bottles of Dcm Ferlgnm chanpagne 
rath 1100 each shook tot stayed on the shelf. 

White Pillars «er John RLadiruch estimated 51500 
in damage and lost wine. The calling cracked and 
dmnwy estimates could go higher if structural 
damage to the tum-of-the-oeritury building is dis¬ 
covered, he said. 

Virginia Steal man, a nurse's assistant, ma relaxing 
in her Ocean Springs hone, reeding the newsteper 
whm she heard the sound. "I thought the wind was 
blowing my bouse down**, she said. She called out to 
see if her neighbors were banging on the door, Iftre 
she locked outside, the ttoarotiqj ms rapty. Cfrrol 
Sawyer of Bilrcd ms eating at a Waffle House when 
the first tocm Bounded. **11* guy who owned it tried 
to pass It off as the wind", Sawymr said, but the 
cuBtasera were not persuaded. The mound boon came 
five minutes later and she left, enly to hear boons 
three Aid four twenty minutes later. An hour after 
the noises stopped, Qiarrel 4 in tow Orleans ran its 
already scheduled movie: Earthquake, starting Oiarl- 
ton Hester and Ava Gardner. 

Thursday, April 7. 1983 

Keaton and Campbell Counties, northeastern Wyoming - 
another episode somewhat reminiscent of the "Gallup 
Incident", A newspaper in the Weston county Beat of 
Newcastle reported: 

toputtoe fron toston and Campbell Cbunty Sheriff's 
offices and a U.S. Air Force helicopter search crew 
from Ellsworth Air Base in Rapid City mvkirTt-Hd a 
search last week for a possible downed aircraft- 
Sheriff Don Howell said the search ms ended Friday 
afternoon after deputies discovered a burned oil 
pit about SO miles west of Newcastle in the area 
where the crash was believed to how occurred. 


A search was started Thursday when on oil refin¬ 
ery worker In Newcastle reported hearing three 
"sonic boom-like" explosions and sighting a huge 
puff of smoke in the distance. The Air Force salt 
out the helicopter after mmeroua ranchers had 
reported they had oe^i a low-flying B-52 braiAr 
on a test f light shortly befqre the explosions 
occurred, tot Ellsworth officials said Oil Of 
their planes were accounted for, as vers those 
from other bases in the fldi*«st, 

Howell said the search hod been originally called 
off cn Thursday evening but penned Friday when 
officials at the Air Ffrroe Rescue and Qtordinating 
Ctenter at Stott Air Faroe Base in Illinois repor¬ 
ted their Tactical Air Ctomand planes were not ac¬ 
counted for. The Center then called Later Friday 
to say all planes were Located. Howell said he 
thought it woe a flatter of a series of eoinoidei- 
oes of sonic beans and smoke Iran the oil pit that 
created the situation, to said crews in three 
planes searched a 20 square mile area In the area. 

( USA Ttriay ; April 14, 1983 - tows totter Journal; 
Newcastle, Wyoming; April 14, 1983) 

Monday. December 5, 1983 

Oswego County, New York - on Lake Ontario, north 
of Syracuse, On October 6, 1983, central Sew York 
and a large area in surrounding states and provin¬ 
ces had been shaken by an earthquake measuring 5.2 
on the Richter scale. The event on Dec.5th brought 
the October quake to mind, but there were differ¬ 
ences. The December tremor was not detected on 
area sel sinolog Leal equipment. The "rumble" came 
between 7:00 and 8:00 PM. It "wasn't like the last 
tremor", said the Oswego County fire coordinator, 
Homer Bowman, Bowman told the press; 

{It)was more like one omeussicn. ..a bunp. There 
were no trecnore after that, just ere thud. 

Bowman remarked that it sounded as though someone 
had hit the side of his house with a boxing glove. 
Grifflas Air Force Base at nearby Rome, New York, 
said they were not aware of any military flights 
that could have caused a sonic boom at that time. 

< Herald-Journs1 ; Syracuse, NY; December €, 1983) 

Thursday, December _B, 1983 

Onondaga County, New York - the county In which 
Syracuse is located, it lies just south of Oswego 
County, Two "thunderous claps of sound" were re¬ 
ported around 8:55 fm. More than a hundred calls 
from concerned citizens were directed toward area 
newspapers and law enforcement agencies. One wo¬ 
man thought it was "the beginning of the end, a 
nuclear bomb exploding". A polio* officer suspec¬ 
ted an electrical transformer had blown up. Near¬ 
by Griffis Air Force Base offered sonic booms as 
an explanation, saying that jet aircraft had been 
flying over Syracuse around that time, t Post-Stan ¬ 
dard ; Syracuse, New York; December 13, 1983) 

Thursdayj. _Decamber 22, 1983 

Arkansas (several areas) - the beginning of Ark¬ 
ansas's seige of "baffling bodes", which would 
cover a broad ares of the state and would extend 
into early 1984. Between 5:00 and 6:00 AM on Dec. 
22, a "big bang" was felt/heard in north-central 
Arkansas, from Independence County in the east to 
Yell County in the west. Many percipients describ¬ 
ed the event as sounding like something heavy fall¬ 
ing onto the roof of a house,This would be follow- 
by an unspecified number of additional sporadic 
booms over the next couple of days. Some were 
heard in/over areas as widely separated as Little 
Rock, Hope, Mena and De Queen. On Christmas Eve, 
the Arkansas Gaxette reported: 

The noises, which have been described as sound¬ 
ing Like an explosion, a sonic bra:, a book fail¬ 
ing off a shelf and a tend pounding on a wooden 
door, apparently have been occurring since the 
beginning of the recent cold weather. Inquiries 
have produced a nurtoer of theories and guesses 
but ti a plausible explanations. George Wilken, a 
National Weather Service forecaster at North Lit¬ 
tle Rock, said he hoard one of the booms himself 
and tea had several reports of booms at the Wea¬ 
ther Service but said he could think of no met¬ 
eorological exploration. "It sounded like a book 
falling off a ihelf and landing flat on the flmr". 
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he Bald. "1 can't think of any phenonencri oomecbed 
with the cold weather that would cause it- It's not 
thunder because we haven't had any cn the raar and 
the type of clouds we've had don't produce thunder." 

Cipt. Peter Kirk, the base infaromtlon officer at 
Little Sock Air Force Base, aaid he had called Air 
Force and Navy oronmand centers and the Federal Av¬ 
iation Jktodnlstratian and said they had no reports 
of military Mr traffics over the state that could 
have caused acnic boor®. lisle Blaylock of the state 
Office of Emergeicy Services said he thought the 
raises might be the sounds of exploding electrical 
transformers. Milken said the only explorations 
te could think of were that the brans had been 
caused by trees breaking under the weight of snew 
and ioe, concrete or wooden Mila pepping fras ex¬ 
posure to low temperatures or sonic boons. Cold 
air, be said, allows sound to carry long distances. 

"Those are the only things X can think of", he 
Mid, "but 1 wouldn't bet my life savings on it* H 

Wednesday, December 26. 1983 

Northwestern Arkansas. The mystery lowered the boom W 
on the Fayetteville-Springdale area at around 10:00 
fm. The Springdale police department was swamped 
with calls from curious and concerned citizens. As 
the Springdale, Arkansas News reported on 12-35-83: 

Some of the callers thow^t somebody was attaining 
to break into their hroims- Cne thought snowtaUs 
s truck her house* Another said something bussed a 
well. Coe caller thought there was a prowler but 
police found no footprints in the snow. Fayette¬ 
ville police reported similar calls, many coning 
frcia the northeast part of the city. Ote person 
said it sounded as if a oar had burped his house. 

Others thought there had been an explosim. Reports 
continued briskly for a while and then ceased. Of¬ 
ficers in both cities wartted for the source with¬ 
out result. A Springdale policeman said the dis¬ 
patcher at the Washington Cbunty Sheriff 'b Depart¬ 
ment suggested that blasting at the limestone quarry 
at Johnson nay have been responsible hut the theory 
kas later discarded....The only part of the mystery 
that almost everybody agrees with is that the boars 
have only occurred when the weather was extremely 
cold. 

Another unexplained explosion-llks noise rocked Fort 
Smith, Arkansas during that same week* The Nation¬ 
al Weather Service there speculated that an atmos¬ 
pheric inversion may have amplif ied the sound of ice 
cracking on the Arkansas River. It was reported 
that no planes were flying over Fort Smith around 
the time of the boom. The following week, the Ark¬ 
ansas Gazette (Little Rock, Jan.4, 1984) produced 
additional speculation on the cause of the sounds: 

Reports of the loud noises peaked ckirlng the recent 
cold spell, and repteaeotativta from military and 
civil aviation agracies and the National Weather 
Service ruled out sonic boons and thunder as ex¬ 
planations for the phencxnenon. Although the origin 
of the loud noises remains unknown, the cold weath¬ 
er's effect cn roofs and house frames seems to be 
the most likely explanation. "I've been sitting in my 
den lis tening to the noises for a couple of weeks", 
Orville wise, a geologist with the state Geologies 1 
Qamifigi.cn said Traedfty. + *Itey seem to happen after 
dark whm the tenieratura drops. It may be due to 
the centractim of the wood in the house* In sane 
cases, it might have been something where cne board 
is pulled loose from another and caused a popping 
sound". Wise said that he could think of no geolo¬ 
gical explanation far the soerris* "I think these 
are taifnrary things due to the extrase weather 
conditions 1 *, he Mid, "and they* 11 go away as the 
warmer weather returns." Wm fciegratein, a National 
Weather Service forecaster, Mid the Weather Ser¬ 
vice has not received any call® on the boons for a 
week or more. "We really don't know the answer", 
he said. "Apparently it was just roofs popping 
from the raid and sound carries a lot farther in 
very cold weather. It's a mystery, but apparently 
it had something to do with the oold weather", 

wpdn»»d*v, January 4, 1984 

McAiester, Oklahoma- Southeastern Oklahoma was not 
to be spared, as an expiosion-like noise rolled a* 
cross the McAiester area at approximately 9:15 Am. 

An Army ammunition plant is located near McAiester, 
and area residents thought the plant had detonated 
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a sizeable amount of ammo* However, a plant spokes¬ 
man reported that do blasting had occurred at the 
plant that day. As in Arkansas, it was speculated 
that the sound of ice cracking in nearby waterways, 
such as Lake Eufaula, may have somehow been magni¬ 
fied. In a report from its McAiester bureau, the 
Dally Oklahoman (Oklahoma City,January 5, 1984) 
reported: 

Phil Botteell, a meteorologist with the Natiml 
weather Service in Cklahona City said McAiester 
was the victim of a "substantial inversion" at 
around 9 a_m. „and that may hove led to the 
luring fcma. Amending to totteell, the inversion - 
a layer of warm air over raid air - bos a tenden¬ 
cy to trap sound waves, magnify tba* and cterael 
then to a location. Be said the sound of cracking 
Ice may hove been what McAiester heard* BOttawll 
also said dUftinj ice would causa a nmfaUng 
sound, similar to cne residents here heard for 
five minutes after tte initial boron. Clyde Piqra, 
with the Ctops of Engineers at nearby Lake Bufaula, 
ftaid much of the lake is frozen, although it is be¬ 
ginning to thaw and muck in spots. He also said 
that ice along the Canadian River is beginning to 
thaw. But Pigg, whose office is about JO miles 
from hero, said he didn't hear a boron* 

Otters thought the noise nmy have been a erode 
boron caused by military aircraft that occasionally 
fly rover McAiester. Cbe mm reported seeing a 
high-flying F-15 fighter streaking ewer the city 
at atout tte time of the boron, "If It *es a sroiic 
bran, it ies tte loudest I*vs heard", he said. 

Mayor Steve Taylor said he heard tte noise at his 
law office, *'ard it just about knocked my socks 
off" Janes Ramsey, a supervisor with the Federal 
Aviation Mainistraticn office here, said the 
noise could have besi a sonic boron, but be rowldn't 
explain tte rumbling noise afterward* 

Sunday, February 26, 1984 

Vancouver, British Columbia. A big boom bounced 
the Vancouver area around 9:00 PM. It prompted 
numerous calls to police stations, and a police 
officer termed it "a lovely little mystery". Ac¬ 
cording to the Vancouver Sun (Feb*27, 1984), the 
officer went on to report that*.* 

"We checked tte military about a possible sonic 
boom and B.C. Hydro in case a gas explosion oc¬ 
curred. Me oven phoned Washington state to check 
if terat St. Helens had sn^ted again", tte officer 
said. An ROtF officer in Richmond said he had no 
iito vtet caused tte raise* ‘>*e checked and could¬ 
n't rros° up with an answer", Burnaby RCMF's inves¬ 
tigation of the noise calls produced tte sane re¬ 
sult* "We couldn't pin down anything", an officer 
said. 

It was noted (however irrelevantly) that, two weeks 
later, on Sunday, March 11, 1984, a flaming object 
was seen falling to the ground in Duncan, British 
Columbia, on Vancouver Island, across the Strait of 
Georgia from the city of Vancouver. Teenager David 
Thompson saw it fall onto a yellow line in the 
middle of a city street, It flamed for about three 
seconds and went out,leaving a sizzling mesa on the 
wet pavement* It was described as hard, yellow, 
about one-half-inch thick, almost circular, and 
concave. Thompson scooped up some of the debris 
and ended up leaving it outside at home* The next 
morning, he found the substance was soft and be¬ 
ginning to melt* Three science teachers examined 
the substance without identifying it. The Inten¬ 
tion was to have the stuff analyzed in Ottawa and 
at a nearby university* We are not aware of the 
outcome of the analysia. Perhaps a reader can fill 
us in and we'il pass it on* ( Cowlchan Leader; Dun¬ 
can, B.C-f March 15, 1584) 

Sunday. May 20 f 1984 

Pierce County, western Wisconsin, As a family 
watched, an "icy blue glob" plummeted to the 
ground "with a whistle and a bang", Ron Lagran’a 
family was gathered for e photograph at the time* 

He took a sample of the blue ice and gave some to 
the sheriff's department. A friend suggested that 
the Ice might have been discharged from an air¬ 
plane* LaGran commented: 

"Wb dite't hear a plane, but it could have been 
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a jet 25,000 to 30,000 feet up. Whatever it was, it 
came down fast and irade an indentation in the ground. 

If it had hit sonebody, it would have killed than' 1 ... 
{ Fierce County Herald ; Ellsworth,Wl; Slay 23, 1904 ) 

Wednesday, July 4, 1934 

Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas. Did someone or something 
get a bit carried away on Independence Day? Between 
3:30 and 4:00 AM on the morning of the Fourth of 
July, a fireball, brilliant flash and an explosion 
were variously reported from Jonesboro and Searcy t 
Arkansas on the north to Collage Station, Texas on 
the south, with reports from such points in between 
as Little Rock, Texarkana and Dossier City, Louis¬ 
iana. The flky, at least in places, was lit up "blue 
or turquoise f> followed by a brilliant orange explo¬ 
sion that some people saw "even with their backs to 
the phenomenon". One of the initial news reports was 
published In the Arkansas Gazette (Little Rock) of 
July 6, 1904. Reported were the descriptions of mem¬ 
bers of the fire department in Arkadelphia, Arkan¬ 
sas, who had responded to a fire call at 3:30 AM. At 
about 3:45, an apparent "rocket" streaked across the 
sky. 

"The sky lit up like a flash of lightning tut it 
lasted longer than lightning usually does'", diaries 
McAnally said- "Wa thought it wag maybe a big bunch 
of fireworks. Everybody said "what the hell was 
that?"", he said. "It locked like a rocket at first 
but it had a fireball-like deal in frmt arri tie 
light flared out behind it. It lit up the sky as it 
went by os and disappeared behind seme trees" Ano¬ 
ther firamn, Jerry Sullivan, said the cijjeot came 
cut of the southeast and moved quickly into the 
northeast. fi We had era heck of a flash of light 
and a deafening boom down here", Don Harrison, a 
dispatcher at Arkansas State Police Troop K in 
Hot Springs, said. Dr. Derek W. Sears, an assistant 
professor of chemistry at the thiversity of Arkan¬ 
sas at Fayetteville and an expert ext meteors, said, 
however, that he is "SO or 90 percent guns" the ob¬ 
ject was not part of the T&urid msteor shower, which 
is usually visible this time of year. 

An update was published across town in the Arkansas 
Democrat (Little Rock) on July 20, 1984. The occur¬ 
rence apparently made such an impression that it 
was still newsworthy at that late date. Interviewed 
was Keith Johnson, assistant director of the planet¬ 
arium at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. 

Johnson said the phenomenon was sighted "pretty 
much, overhead" moving toward the east; according 
to sane reports, it was headed northeast. He ad¬ 
ded that "a couple of people who were farther off 
the track saw it in lower parts of the sky", ""so 
far, they haven't been able to find any of the 
neteoribe if it landed on ^rth", Johnson noted, 
adding that UAH* has been in contact with the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., on the 
matter. "We do not actually know how big or how 
high it *fis", he said, but era person who claims 
it was a spaceship, does. "At about 5,000 feet 
was this spacecraft", a man wrote in a letter to 
the Democrat on July 13. "It sounds like he did 
see whatever it was", remarked Johnson, with a 
degree of skepticism. Only one person heard a 
noise associated with the object: "a rumbling, 
then kind of an explosion", Johnson said. Be add¬ 
ed that he traded to be wary of this report be¬ 
cause the "explosioi" followed the "njntoiing” 
noise by three or four minutes. That would be, 

Johnson said, a very strange fbencmenGfi, indeed. 

Sunday, November 4, 19S4 

Southern Texas, from San Antonio tq the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. A flashing explosion/sonic boom/ 
shower of light was reported shortly after 8:00 PH 
that Sunday night - from San Antonio all the way 
south to Haymondville, with most reports coming 
from the lower valley in the Edinburg-Mission-Mc¬ 
Allen area. Initial reports blamed "fireworks", as 
in the Valley Morning Star ( Harlingen, TX), 11-5-04: 

City fire officials said a skylighting explosion 
Sunday night reported by seme as a meteorite crash 
was probably only a big £irworks display. .The 
flashing explosion was reported by a number of 
residents in Mission, McAllen and Edinburg at ap¬ 
proximately 8:00 EM. Police in mid-Valley cities 
sid switchboards were jammed by persons calling 
to ask what happened. 'Jhe flash and explosion 


sesred to be centered in a rural area north of 
Edinburg, according to callers who said it may 
have been an explosion of sane propane tank or 
building, rfcwever, the Edinburg fire officials 
said while sane callers described it as a met¬ 
eorite crash, the tnly explanation they had 
Sunday night was a report of seme men setting 
off a fireworks display north of the city. 

The next day, the Assoc.Press said that astronomy 
professor Sam Giuoco of Pan American University in 
Edinburg said witnesses reported a sonic-type boom 
plus feeling an "earthquake-like tremor'". The Mc¬ 
Allen, Texas. Monitor reported on November &, 1904 
that a county investigator about 30 miles west of 
McAllen thought the "object" hit the ground 4 or 5 
miles east of his location- Also, the northern¬ 
most sighting was reported to be Austin, not San 
Antonio- Monitor reporter Barbara King wrote: 

It came across the sky from east to west and 
was seen as far north as Austin, the National 
Weather Service reported Monday. Or, Ed LeMas- 
ter, a physical sciences professor at (Edin¬ 
burg's Pan American) landversity, said he inter¬ 
viewed several students who witnessed the object 
and concluded one or more fragments fran a me¬ 
teor shower may tove cane down in the McAllen- 
Mission area. 

Both LeMaster and a weather service Spokesman 
at Brownsville said it would be extrsnely rare 
to find a meteorite on the ground, because most 
of the iraterial burns up on entering the atmos¬ 
phere. "It's estimated that thousands of tons 
of meteoric material are striking the earth 
unnoticed every day and most of it bums up”, 

Leftoster said. He said there were two nossible 
explanations for people reporting a "shock wave" 
that rattled windows shortly before a bocming 
sound w&s heard during the 10 to 15 second epi¬ 
sode. "One is that the concussion of the sonic 
boon caused a seismic nave on the surface of 
the earth, rattling windows, and second, maybe 
someplace one of the fragments struck, but it 
would be like looking for a needle-in-the-hay- 
stack", he said. 

An account of the meteor by an EhLinburq resi¬ 
dent suggests the "seisnio shock wave" theory. 

Louis DeVries of Edinburg was standing by his 
barn- "It T s a tin tarn and whra the wind blows, 
it rattles", he said. There was no wind night be¬ 
fore last, but "all of a sudden it started ratt¬ 
ling all over", he said. Almost immediately he 
heard a rain explosion, which was followed by 
several minor ones, he said. "You knew hew 
fireworks will give you a big bang and then 
there will be a lot of little ones afterward. 

That's hew it was immediately after the rattling. 

Not more than one or two seconds later". Devries 
didn't see any flashes, though. His barn is lo¬ 
cated on Jackson Road about two and a half miles 
south of Highway 107. 

Dr. LeMaster said shock waves on the surface of 
the earth travel faster than sound in the air. 

"If the meteor hit the ground, the shock wave 
would have reached here before the sound, so 
Hat fits". Hie university professor said that, 
according to students' reports, the meteor was 
a "dazzling display of red, green and blue and 
toward Idle end of its flight, \rtilte" Lsresber 
said Akron Ethridge of McAllen, president of 
the Valley Astronomical Society, has been col¬ 
lecting eye-witness reports. He also said he 
heard that a San Antonio museum had sent down 
helicopters to search for fragments, "The consen¬ 
sus is that there were irony fragments and they 
fell in the area of McAllen", he said. "That's 
about as definite as anything at this point". 

Sane 30 miles west of the McAllen-Mission area, 

Starr Cbunty investigator Joel Pera said he 
spied the abject, and it appeared to strike the 
ground 4 to 5 miles east of him, ’"What I saw 
was like a f lare. 1 think it was a lightning- 
type thing, like a falling star, like firovrarks, 
and it disappeared", Pena said. "1 didn't hear 
any explosion, but I had my radio on". At about the 
same time, a wonan frem the la Victoria area tele¬ 
phoned the Starr County sheriff's dispatcher and 
said she heard "an explosion". 
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Fall 1964 

Las Vegas, Nevada. Th* Vegas Review-Journa1 of 
February 24, 1385* reported that "Las Vegans fre¬ 
quently feel unexplained tremors or see unidentified 
flying objects'". The newspaper reported the account a 
of three “responsible" businessmen on unspecified 
dates in the fall of 1964. 

Qtl a mild fall afternoon, Martin Rice watched in¬ 
credulously aa the basketballs bounced slightly 
cn a department store shelf. Several snail items 
fell as the apparent trator increased in intensity. 

Rice wondered if there had been an urreported earth¬ 
quake Li the Las Vegas area. On tiany evenings last 
fall, Richard Arnold spied a series of four or five 
orange lights hanging in the sky as he drove hone 
along the Pahrunp Highway. "They were visible for 
10 or IS minutes. I bought binoculars so I could 
see tban better. 1 have no idra what they are". On 
warm fall evenings, Sal Clbquegrani liked to walk 
out in his backyard in Spring Valley to gaze at the 
strange lights in the sky. "There were flashes of 
laser beams across the sky* They lasted for several 
seconds and then came back* I thought it was a fas¬ 
cinating thing". 

There was much speculation that the tremors were be¬ 
ing caused by unannounced nuclear tests at the vast 
Nellis Air Force Range and Nuclear Testing Site 
north of Las Vegas - or that the rumblings were due 
to sonic booms or "some secret military aircraft 
maneuver". Officials at Nellis Air Force Base and 
the Nevada Test Site claimed that they were not res¬ 
ponsible. SeismoLogically, no earthquakes had been 
detected. According to the Re view-Jouma 1 , Universi¬ 
ty of Nevada at Las Vegas geologist Bill Piero..* 

..has felt tremors that were not detectable Emm 
earthly origins. "If it doesn't show up on the 
s&ismocrraph, then it is not coming out of the 
ground", Fiexo said, "I can't explain i£."Fiero, 
however, speculates sow of the rattling of win¬ 
dows and mild traders felt by southern Nevadans 
may be caused by scnic booms fran aircraft fly¬ 
ing considerable distances away* “I have been 
told that under certain atmospheric condi tires, 
there are patterns that skip across the sky and 
magnify sonic boons 

A aarnl ler view is advanced by test site spokes¬ 
man Jim Boyer. He said sonic boons may bounce 
froo cloud to cloud for 200 miles to 100 miles 
across the sky under certain conditions- Rather 
than a test site detonation, snail tremors may 
be caused by the far-away booms, Beyer said. 

Nonetheless, chances of Nellis aircraft causing 
boons that would be felt in Las Vegas are "rare", 
said Col. John Kuminecz, the base’s chief spokes¬ 
man. Kuninecz said Nellis 1 sonic speed flying 
range is about 100 miles north of [as Vegas in 
the Delamar Valley area. "There might be sane 
window rattling in Vegas on an infrequent basis", 
te said. 

Regarding the contention that the tremors might be 
caused by unannounced nuclear testing (underground) 
at the Nevada Test Site, the Revjew-journal conclu¬ 
ded its article of Feb. 24, 198$ thusly: 

Since 1951, mare than 830 nuclear weapreis haw 
been detonated an the test site. It is Energy 
Department policy to amounoe any test that may 
cause ground motion that con be felt in Laa Vegas. 

The irannounced tests presumably are those too 
snail In magnitude to be detectable. Still, some 
people wonder if these una nn o un c e d tests are the 
cause of tremors. "I can nay categorically that 
we preannounce or poatanraunce all testa that can 
be felt in Las Vegas", Boyer said. Since 1977, 
seismologists at the Qilifomia Institute of Tech¬ 
nology have detected 138 underground nuclear tests. 

During the same period, teat site officials have 
announced 120 tests. 

Sunday, March 24, 1985 

The southeastern United States - from Florida to 
South Carolina to Tennessee to Alabama. Witnessed 
was a huge fireball coming "straight down rather 
than at an angle", a multi-colored streak of light, 
possible accompanied by a "loud noise"* The action 
occurred shortly before 6:00 pm Eastern Time {or 
shortly before 7:00 PM Central Tine). On Monday, 
March 25, 1905, the Anniston, Alabama, Star repor¬ 


ted: 
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.. .As of this morning, there had been no offi¬ 
cial explanation for the streak of "brilliant" 

Light, which pilots ewer Alabama said "changed 
fretn red to green to orange" as it raced across 
the sky Sunday night. The flash, which wassictfit- 
ed as far south as Orlando, Fla., aa far north 
as Tennessee and as far east as Charlsstm, S.C., 
is believed to have been a meteorite, according 
to Jim Moates, area supervisor for the Federal 
Aviation AduLnistratlon (FAA) in Birmingham. W.C„ 

Wilson of the Alabama Forestry CoasUssicn said he 
had received seme LOO calls asking about the 
flash by about 0730 p.m. Sunday. He said he tes 
also keeping track of alls from people who said 
they'd heard a noise related to the flash. Those 
calls sraned to cure from an area around south 
Calhoun, Clay, Randolph and Chaiisers counties, 

Wilson said. 

Jacksonville State Troopers received many calls 
about the flash, and the sheriff's office in Ran¬ 
dolph Cbunty said Sunday night that they'd had 
reports of a loud noise that nay have accompanied 
the fireball. Several callers wondered if a missile 
had been exploded over the state. But Gapt. Bar¬ 
bara Carr, at mxwell Air Force Base near Montgom¬ 
ery, said Sunday night that no missiles had beat 
exploded. 

Observers reported seeing "flares racing out from 
around 11 the object as it streaked through the 
night, said John Whiteside, a FAA duty officer in 
Atlanta, "Ewsi experienced people are totally a- 
mazed at the size and the fact that it came 
straight down rather than at an angle". 

The next day - Tuesday, March 26, 1905 - an Asso¬ 
ciated Press dispatch reported further on the e- 
vent. Mentioned was the fact that people as far 
away as southern Illinois saw lights that night 
that may have been associated with the event. Elab¬ 
orating on accounts from the se u.s f : 

“It appeared to be a ball of fixe and seared 
mich brighter and bigger than a shooting star", 
said Tennessee highway patrolman Harold Munger, 

\4x> said he ws about 10 miles rest of Chatta¬ 
nooga when he saw it around 8 p.m. “It had fire 
stresning from behind it. My concern at first 
we that it might have bm an aircraft in 
trouble", Monger said. "It hit the borlxcn and 
went behind a mountain in front of me. I didn’t 
see an pxplreiigi or anything. It Just disap¬ 
peared". 

"Three pilots reported seeing a streak of light 
that changed from red to green to orange", said 
Ken King, the FAA supervisor at the Huntsville, 

Ala. airport. Be said such color changes are 
typical of meteors. 

The Scientific Event Alert Network at the 
Smithsonian National MUseun of Natural History 
said Monday it was collecting reports on the 
fireball and trying to determine If it struck 
the ground.The center was assuming the pheran- 
enen was a meteor and wonts to determine if any 
remains can be located, said Elizabeth Nielsen 
of the center. There were no irradiate reports 
Of any reheor debris being found. Ms. Nielsen 
said the North Arerican Air Defense Qamand, 
which tracks objects In space near the earth, 
ruled out a satellite re-entry as the cause of 
the phgyrryrgi. "Me did have a winiow for meteor 
shewere for around the 20th of ftarch, and this 
could have been part of that", said Cadr. William 
ftanzinger, a duty officer at NCRAD's Cheyenne 
Mountain complex in Oilcrado. 

Howard Bookman, a meteorologist at the FAA air 
traffic control center in Hampton, Ga., said 
that, laded rei pilcfca' reports, the object prob¬ 
ably entered the abaesphere about 50 miles 
northeast of Atlanta. Birtninghmn, Ala., newsaari 
Ley Arnett said the light "broke into severe! 

pi pops a ifWQ B-t nice fireworks 11 • (htared, 

32, of Cbttontcn, Ala., said the light "was big 
and It changed colors rapidly. It was going from 
green to red to green to red, and then it was 
gone. It was only there for three or four seconds". 
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Monday, March 25. 1965 

Anniston and Calhoun County, Alabama* Following the 
"’fireball” event of the previous evening, Sunday# 
the 24th, the Anniston area was shaken by a "hcmse- 
jarring boom” around 7:30 the next morning. How¬ 
ever, there was no direct evidence linking the two 
events, Anniston lies in an area of heavy military 
influence, with Fort McClellan just east of town 
and and the Anniston Army Depot to the west. Repor- 
ting on the explosion-like noise, the Anniston Star 
passed along the following on March 25, 1985: 

The loud boon in Anniston occurred at about 7:30 
a.m, this rooming, A 24-year-old nan said his 
house on Qirisrine Avenue shook while he was nuk¬ 
ing tea. Another Anniston resident said he was 
traveling east on 10th Street, near the offices 
of The Anniston Star, when the noise was heard, 

He said the boon reverberated so violently that 
he thought his car had been hit by another vehi¬ 
cle. Yet officials at the Anniston police and 
fire d-^partneuts, as well as the Oihoun Qcunty 
Civil Defense office, said they didn't near the 
boon and had received no calls concerning the 
natter. 

The outlie affairs office at Fort >t£lelian and 
the Anniston Army Depot said tney ted no explana¬ 
tion for rht; joise and that no artillery drills 
were scheduled for this mcming, 'The blast 
hate been a sonic teem, w.-ich is generated by an 
airplane flying overhead at or tha speed of 

sound, but this could net be ittrit-diately deter- 
fl^nui this iocrriing. 

Friday, March 29 . 193 ; 

Central Arkansas. In tht early jiteinoor, 7 'loud 
boom" 1 resounded through an area bounded approxi¬ 
mately by Ccnway, Little Sock ani Sul be. The Ajjt- 
ansac Gazet te (Little KocfejHarrh 37, 19881 
ted or. the ^venfc as follows: 

The Office of ijrerg.Yiry Services said chi noise, 
which occurred abcuc it 15 p,at» lT seenioc to orig¬ 
inate nerth Ft h way. Toad Aick rnd SjIJ 
Crsak. Coiiway police said a terming noise, like 
an explosion, '.a? teeid Thursday and tec or ter^e 
times Friday# b»i t they did not know what caused 
it, A National weather Secvroa spokesran said he 
did nut know of any- natural phencmenn that sjonld 
have caused the noise, but said he had 3'oard it 
and suggest ml it might hive cane from artillery 
drills at C^np Robinson in North Little Rock. 

Ttie Coro? Robinson police said there were no 
artillery drills or gunfire go mg ors at the 
camp. 

The Little Rock Airport and tile Little Rock Air 
Force Base in Jacksonville said there ted been no 
flights that vxsld have caused a sonic boom. 

Spokesnan for the Granite Mountain Quarries and 
3M, both in Little Rock, said they had not dyna¬ 
mited Thursday and did not know what caused the 
noise. The State Police also had no clues. 


We emphasize that we cannot point to any direct or 
unassailable relationship between "The Gallup Inci¬ 
dent” and the admittedly non-exhaustive review of 
the other incidents described above. Many of these 
events may very well have natural or prosaic ex¬ 
planations (if more details about each case were 
known - which in most cases shall remain an extreme¬ 
ly unlikely development). On the other hand, the 
possibility of some as-yet unfathomed correlations 
cannot be discounted. As Ear as "The Gallup Inci¬ 
dent" itself is concerned, we remain optimistic that 
more definitive reportage can eventually be provi¬ 
ded . 

Perhaps in spewing forth these accounts of fireballs, 
streaking lights, blasts, booine and rumbles, it’s 
just our way of saying: Hey - happy Fourth of July! 


"When the going gets tough, the weird turn pro.” 

- Hunter S, Thompson 


THE FUTURE LIES AHEAD 


In 1974 a book titled The Acre of Cataclysm was pub¬ 
lished {Berkley/G,P.Putnam), The authors were Al¬ 
fred L, Webre and Phillip H, Liss. It argued for 
prophecied cataclysmic change before the end of 
the century across the entire spectrum of human 
terrestrial experience - from geophysics to poli¬ 
tics, Webre graduated from Vale Law School and had 
taught economics there, He was a Pulbright scholar, 
a published poet and served as general counsel of 
Mew York City's Environmental Protection Adminis¬ 
tration. Liss was described as an experimental psy¬ 
chologist with a PhD from Mi-Gill University in 
Canada. He had conducted research at Warsaw, MIT 
and Harvard and had taught psychology at Rutgers 
and the City College of New York, 

An article based on an interview with Webre and 
LLss appeared in hew York City's Village Voice 
newspaper on March *9, 1976, They were in the busi¬ 
ness as a consulting firm of making predictions 10 
to 25 years into the future. They claimed such 
ciienr.s us the Ford Foundation, che New York Stats 
Senate and the Congressional Research Ssrvfce, A 
portion of the V illage Voice article follows. 

They be! icvi a catacJ ysnic future threatens us. in¬ 
cluding climatic and geological shifts, farable, 
politico L upheavals, ayjor eartiiquakes in unfor 
siior. pU’-es arvdl ttv? risk of nuclear holocaust. 

This is prett, obvious stuff. Wtet isn't so ob¬ 
vious is ho* fflsbce and T.isR feel w?'re going te a 
void it, 

"Our pers^pecLive”, tnay told me, *Vs that many 
truths that will he accepted as ctencnplacs i 
genera Lion front ixw appt^.' from iociay’ji conusc- 
tiqral perspective to pe psychotic and itrotiunai. 

argue that human society and the present world 
political order are entering a period of radical 
transformation, the outdare of which will be art 
econoiucuily and politically integrated, largely 
capitalist global society. We’ve spent nearly 
three yuars interviewing nuclear physicists, seis¬ 
mologists, ecologists# statisticians, and a host 
of other experts - besides reviewing professional 
journals ai r.t a n enoimijus mount of Literature - 
and we fuel we've nrade a scientific discoiery in 
UiS classical, technical sense. We believe that 
liigtier intelligent beings art- signaling a peace¬ 
ful political transfamBticci of nan. Oir contention 
is that LftOs, Virgin Mary Miracles, and the 1906 
nuclear explosion in TVngus* Siberia, arrong others, 
have been deliberately designed by these beitrjs as 
encoded messa^us. These message r once decocted, 
provide a basis for an optimistic view of the fu¬ 
ture. we are constructing a data-based theory of 
the existence and game plan, of these higher intelli¬ 
gent beings". 

After that ^ind-bc^jlirjg opinion, they diacussed 
sane of the details cf these messages, every¬ 
thing from turn-of-the-oentury saints to the 
Third Reich and the JFK assassination. 

I found it hand to believe that busy executives 
would be willing tc pay for such freaky advice - 
far less sit still long enough to hear a presenta¬ 
tion on these subjects. 'Veil, we were a little 
nervous at first", said Webre, "but so far no 
one’s called us crazy yet, We T ve been amazed at 
how many btESincsaten we've encountered who have 
been receptive to cur ideas". 

...they have been giving lectures, writing books 
like "The Age of C&taclysn” and "The ^]e^^siah Rid¬ 
dle", and giving out corporate advice from tteir 
cwn office at lih Greene Street, Mew York City 
10012. They plan to keep busy, because they feel 
that the harmonious global transfdonation that a- 
waits us - by the end of the century -"will oc¬ 
cur under the aegis of & global hero who will 
likely provide both the scientific and social 
vision,, and leadership, and will fulfill the 
functions ascribed in Judaco -Christian symbology 
to the triumphant Messiah of the Old and New 
Testaments, and in Marxist syrrtelogy to the world 
proletarian revolution. The hero, we believe, will 
not be a single human being. It will be a business 
firm, operating in the competitive marketplace. 

And, knows, it might te a company like ours" 
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As far as we can determiner The Messiah Riddle has 
never been published. We have been informed that it 
Is mentioned In a footnote on page S3 of the Berk¬ 
ley Medallion paperback edition of The Age of Cata¬ 
clysm . We possess the Berkley/Putnam hardback edi¬ 
tion, and we can find no mention Of The Messiah 
Riddle therein. If any readers have contact with 
Webre and/or Lisa r we would be interested in know¬ 
ing whatever became of The Messiah Riddle . 


Dr Dees dose Encounter 

In 1586 

by George Andrews 

Dr. John Dee was officially the astrologer of Queen 
Elizabeth I, and unofficially her secret agent, sign¬ 
ing his reports 007* He was also a brilliant mathe¬ 
matician, and was among those responsible for found¬ 
ing the original Rosy Cross. On April 30, 1586, he 
was in Prague, accompanied by Edward Kelly, and re¬ 
corded the following events in his notebook under 
the title: 

Miraculun, et facfanv ngoorandum in perpehjum 

As E.K. stood at the end of the Galery by Ms Chamber, 
looking over into the Vineyard he eoanad to see the 
little man the Gardiner, in all manner of behaviour 
and apparel, who is the chief workman or over-seer of 
Mr, tbrpio his workmen in the same vine-yard. Re 
seared very handscmly to prune sene of the Trees; At 
length he approached under the wall by E.K. and hold¬ 
ing his face away-ward he said unto him, Quaso dices 
Dtmina Doctori quod venial ad me. And so wait away 
as it were cutting here and there the Trees very 
handsomly, and at laigth over the Cherry-trees by the 
house on the Rock in the Camden he seared bo mount up 
in a great plller of fire. 

E.K. bade his Wife to go, and see who mis in the Gar¬ 
den. She came up, and brought him word, nobody. 

E.K. then came bo me and said, I think there is sore 
wicked spirit that would allude me, and he told and 
said to me, as is before noted. Then I, I will 
go into the Garden, and bade E.K. come with roe. We 
went down that way which this Creature did go; but 
nothing we saw, went to the Eangueting-houBe in the 
Vine-yard, but that place pleased us not: so, we 
went along in the way by the cliff side, and sat dam 
cn the bank by the great £yle of Vine-stakes lying 
the very South end of the Vine-yard. I espyed [I sayj 
like a sheet of fairs white paper lying tossed to 
and fro in the wind, I rose and went to it, and {to 
the prayse of God his truth and power J there I fourd 
three of my Books lying, which were so diligently 
burnt the tenth day of April last. 

1 The three books were, Enoch his Book 

2 The 46 claves Angelica. 

3 And the third was the Bock of ny gathering 
of the thirty Aires, and entitled Liber Sc lent la fcer- 
restris auxiLii et victoriae. 

Hiereupexi E.K. coning to me, I fell on my knees with 
great thanks yeilding to the Gad Almighty, and so did 
E.K, whose mind and body were marvailoos]y affected 
at the sight of the said Bocks, having no shew or 
aigne that ever they Had been in the fire, neither by 
colour or favour, or any thing wanting. 

And after we had set half an hour under the fore-said 
Almmd-trees, praysing God and wondring at tte Mira¬ 
cle. Suddenly appeared by us the self-same GarrUr^r 
like person, but with his face somewhat turraj awoy, 
and nothing thereof to be adjudged as of Ave the cus- 
tone is. He said, Kelly, follow me. E.K. wait, and I 
sat still, awaiting his return. 

This ardiner went before E.K, and his feet sealed not 
to touch the ground by a foot height. And as he went 
before E.K. so the doores did sear£ to open before 
him, he led him up the greet stairs on the left hand 
fcy the Vineyard dear, and so in at his own Chamber 
door where E.K. hath his new study, and then the 
door going ait of that to the staire opened of itself , 
and he went up those stairs, and at Length brought 
him to the Furnace mouth where all the Bocks and pa¬ 
pers had been burnt the 10 day of this April. And otm- 


17 

lng thither, there the spiritual Creature did seen 
to set cne of his feet an the poet on the right 
hand without the Furnace mouth, and with the other 
to step to the FurnacaDouth, and to reach into the 
Furnace (the bricks now having been plucked away 
which stopped the mouth of the Furnace, all sav¬ 
ing cne brick thick) and as he readied into the 
Furnace there appeared a great light, as if there 
had been a window in the back of the Furnace, and 
also bo E.K. the hole which was not greater than 
the thickness of a brick unstopped, did seats now 
more than three or four brick thickness wide, and 
sc over his shoulder backward he did reach to E.K, 
all the rest of the standing Books, excepting the 
Book out of which the last Action was cut, and Fr. 

Pucci his Recantatirm, also to E.K. appeared in 
the Furnace ail the rest of the papers which were 
not as then delivered out. 

That being dene, he bade E.K. go, and said he should 
have the rest afterward. Its went before in a little 
fiery cloud, and E.K. followed with the Bocks under 
his arm all along the Gallery, and came down the 
stairs by Fr. Pucci his Chamber door, and than his 
guide left E.K. and he brought me the Books unto ay 
place under the Almond-tree. 

It is of course quite obvious that the little man 
with averted face, whose feet M seemed nedrto touch 
the ground 1 ", whq moved in "a little fiery cloud", 
doors opening of themselves before him, and who 
mounted up Into the sky in "a great pi Her of fire" 
also turns up persistently in modern UFO reports. 

My source for the above material is "A True and 
Faithful Relation Of what passed for many Years 
Between Dr. John Dee and Some Spirits 11 by Meric 
Casaubon, which was published in London in 1659. 


H ...if one considers 'artificial 11 to be that which 
is shaped by an active Intelligence, then the en¬ 
tire Universe that surrounds us is already arti ¬ 
ficial . 1 * 

- Stanislav Lem 


Propulsion Proposal 

by Ed Austin 

A lot has been said about UFO propulsion. Ideas 
run the gamut from telekinesis to using a plane¬ 
tary magnetic field. Buried amongst all this 
stuff is one idea worth more exploration - backed 
by hard documentation - and easily provable in the 
experimenter’s own home or at the laundromat. 

Ever have your socks and plastic clothes stick to¬ 
gether in the dryer? Ever pull a block of plastic 
foam packing apart and watch it fly back together? 
Especially the crumbs? This is the result of elec¬ 
trostatic voltages. But hold on - there is morel 

Some time in the early 1900*s, a college student 
named Thomas Townsend Brown noticed that an X-ray 
tube moved when voltage was applied - /This led to a 
study of the effects of high voltages on electrodes 
of various shapes. Out of that came Patent number 
2,949,550, titled "electrostatic apparatus". 

Several years ago. Saga Magazine located Brown at 
Stanford University near San Francisco, working on 
a secret Navy project. Over the years in between, 

1 have seen several pictures in the mechanics mags 
of electrostatically suspended experimental vehi¬ 
cles, usually In laboratory context. There is a 
common loudspeaker available in most stereo stores 
which uses the same principle, "The Electrostatic 
Loudspeaker", known for its excellent response to 
high frequencies. 

Brown and others claim that this principle is just 
as applicable in a complete vacuum as In atmos¬ 
phere. In that connection, I had an odd experience 
at the NASA center near Baltimore several years 
ago, while working on a different matter. One of 
the actual capsules is on display there. Where the 
pitch, yaw arid roll thrusters ought to be, I did 
not find fuel lines - instead, high voltage inau- 
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lators, I impulsively said to the guide something 
like "Oh, I didn't know the Brown propulsion sys¬ 
tem was that far developed!" ft year or so later, a 
friend vialted the game site and says that there 
are tubing connections where the insulator* used 
to be. 

Science operates on the basis that gravity and ac- 
celleration are one and the same, like both per¬ 
manent and electric magnets produce the same exact 
force field. They say that planetary gravity is 
like a permanent magnet, rockets like an electric 
magnet* Two methods of producing the same force 
field* 

Unified field theory says that electrostatic, mag¬ 
netic and gravltic fields are three manifestations 
of the same basic phenomenon, and that they all 
react between each other. The reactions between 
magnetic fields and gravity/accelleration are eas¬ 
ily seen daily in any electric motor. That is, a 
magnetic field produces acceHeration* The inter¬ 
actions between electrostatic fields and electro¬ 
magnetism are too well known, reduced to engineer¬ 
ing formulae, to need elaboration here. The basic 
interactions between electrostatic voltages and 
a cce Herat ion are well known but not reduced to 
precise eng1neering formulae except in the case of 
electrostatic loudspeakers and electrostatic air 
filters. But the data thus far accumulated clearly 
indicate that it is quite possible to develop a 
thrust system, based on electrostatic voltages ap¬ 
plied to specially shaped electrodes, that would 
do exactly what is ascribed to certain UFO's* in 
fact, Thomas Townsend Brown' patent is based on 
just that idea, reduced to lab proof -Of -principle 
models. 

I suggest that QtUX readers read Patent number 
2,944,550. 


UFO investigator and writer William L. Moore has 
probed the work of T. Townsend Brown. Moore and 2 
associates recently met with Brown. It seems one 
of Brown's primary interests is telluric electrici¬ 
ty or "petrovoltaics", as Drown refers to it- It is, 
essentially, "electricity from rocka". This is re¬ 
ported on ir Vol.l, No_l of Focus, the monthly news*- 
letter of the Fair-Witness Project,Inc,To subscribe 
to the publication, write: The Fair-Witness Project, 
Inc.; 4219 W.Olive St.,Suite No,247; Burbank, Cal¬ 
ifornia 91505. There are several membership-levels. 


The following is an open letter to UFO investigators 
and interested parties from a well-known ufologist 
and dcadesician whose identity is known to ub al¬ 
though kept In confidence. 


The ex-Jesuit Salvador Freixedo has written some 13 
books. The last three books are of extreme impor¬ 
tance to all ufologists. Flying Saucer Review editor 
Gordon Creighton has said that at least the last one 
is probably the most important bock ever written on 
ufology. It is however most unfortunate that Frsi- 
xedo {pronounced fray-sheddo) doesn't want the has¬ 
sle of getting them translated into English; they 
are all in Spanish, He was for 3D years in the Jes¬ 
uit Order, and has a most acute & trained mind; 
therefore, we should make ourselves aware of his 
arguments and conclusions, because they are most 
likely to bring us closer to the ultimate truth a- 
bout the UFOs- There is, however, one main point on 
which I have to 'part company' from him. That is 
when he says that Christ was only one of many ’holy 
men 1 who have lived on this Earth from time to time. 
There are too many facts about Christ (which show 
us that he is far superior to the other 'holy men') 
for us to come to such a conclusion. But, in his 
other arguments, Freixedo seems to be very much on 
the right track. 

In his books, he shows that Jehovah at lit.Sinai was 
not God - but ha was an entity who 'adopted' the He¬ 
brew tribes tor 'contacted' them) for his own pur¬ 
poses. Ha constantly demanded offerings of great 
quantities of blood and certain antraiIs of animals. 
Fundamentalist Christians tell ub that this was in 
order to foreshadow the 'Blood of Christ'; but some¬ 
how this ifl dubious. If one follows carefully Frei¬ 
xedo h s argument, baaed as it is on solid quotations 


from reliable sources, one can not but come to the 
conclusion that he is probably right- And, now that 
Jehovah is no longer able to make people sacrifice 
animals to him, he has to come down (in UFOs) to 
get the blood and certain entrails for himself - 
by mutilating thousands of animals, and totally 
draining them of their blood. 

The epilogue to Freixedo‘s book about Israel is 
totally disturbing, and should be carefully read 
by every intelligent person. 

He further states that there has to be a spirit 
realm., between the human realm and the Divine 
Realm (with this, no average person would quarrel 
with Freixedo). In this spirit realm there appear 
to dwell both the ’good' and the 'bad* spirit en¬ 
tities. The history of the world is full of ap¬ 
parent interventions in human affairs, by spirit 
entitles. Sometimes these are obviously for our 
good; sometimes they appear to be for our harm. 

The so-called 'bad' spirits are probably only 'bad 1 
in that they neither love us nor do they hate us; 
they merely wish to 'use' us for their purposes. 
How do they do this? 

Firstly, they need blood and certain entrails, as 
we have seen. The thousands of cases of animal & 
human (1) mutilations all around the world testify 
to this fact. 

Secondly, says Freixedo, they appear to benefit 
from certain high-frequency vibrations given off 
by animal (ft human) brains, whan the creatures are 
in pain , in violent death , in tension , expec bat ion 
and ex citement . Religions and patriotism generate 
such situations in which excitement, tension,etc, 
are obtained; and, of course, these situations al¬ 
most inevitably, ultimately lead to wars , in which 
'they' obtain as much blood and violent death and 
pain as they wish. 

It is, therefore, not a mere accident that the 
Archangel Gabriel 'started' the Christian religion 
by visiting the Virgin Hary, and later 'started' 
the rival and hostile Islamic religion by visiting 
Mohammed. Also, 'they* get excitement and fervor 
by subtly manipulating us into religious groups 
and nationalistic groups, without our knowledge . 

It is no mere accident that we find many groups 
(religious) under charismatic leaders who foment 
excitement * and nationalistic groups under para¬ 
noid leaders (cf.Hitler,etc.} who lead us so fre¬ 
quently to wars . 

The future of the human race looks very gloomy 
from this viewpoint. It io our choice - to bury 
our heads in the sand Like ostriches, so as not 
to know anything (a rather unintelligent reaction); 
or to gain as much knowledge about the spirit act¬ 
ivity that is manipulating us without our know¬ 
ledge, so that we may at least have the chance to 
resist it, and to see if for what it is. Probably 
the only safe way to deal with the situation is to 
have a very strong Religious Faith; nothing else 
will see us through the future ordeals. 

The three books by Salvador Freixedo: 

1. La Religion entre la Farapaicologla y log QVNIs 

2. Israel . Pueblo Contacto 

3. Defendamonoa de los dloses - la culminaclon del 
fgnomeno QVBI 


The author of the "open letter" elaborated for 
CAPI and provided a summary of Freixedo'a works: 

In his "Isresl" bock, beginning from page H6 (Dai- 
man 1930 edition; Barcelona, Spain), one finds a 
section bearing the title THE MYSTERY OF THE BLOOD; 
and here is a summary of what he says: 

Noted is the great importance attributed to blood* 
by Jehovah and all the other Elchin who "protect¬ 
ed" and continue to "protect" certain nations or 
peoples, as if they were "chosen". One can't quite 
understand where the logical connection lies be¬ 
tween slitting a bullock's throat and giving plea¬ 
sure to God. It seems that that "god" asks for 
that kind of sacrifice, becomes appeased in some 
way, or calms himself through the pain caused to 
the animal or the shedding of its blood. Three 
times, .God says in Leviticus,Chapter I, "the 
priest shall burn the animal on the altar as a 
... food-offering of soothing odor to the Lord". 
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The uforiauts a.ro killing with leas and less secrecy 
and in growing numbers, quantities of cattle and 
that animals* I stress two circumstances, out of the 
many others: Firstly, they have killed many animals 
with the only aim of taking away perhaps a portion 
of the kidneys or other internal organs, leaving . 
the rest of the animal intact. It seems they are 
seeking something specific in the animals. There is 
a common denominator: the lack of blood, leaving 
little or no blood in evidence. 

In Ohio, a UFO pursued an ambulance, putting out 
large "tweezers* 1 with which it apparently intended 
to raise the ambulance and take it away* Thanks to 
the driver and the appearance of other vehicles on 
the road, the ambulance escaped- The key detail of 
this incident is that this particular ambulance 
was carrying a load of blood, human blood. In 
Mexico, the UFOs are called "the witches" and are 
seen at times during the night hovering here and 
there. They allegedly suck the blood of newly* 
born infants at night, so that next morning the 
children lying by their mothers appear to be ane¬ 
mic, whilst their mothers appeared to be drugged, 
taking several days to return to their normal 
state ( CSUX note: According to Freixedc, these in¬ 
cidents occurred in the state of Queretaro. See 
issue No.10 of our sister-publication, STIGMATA , 
page 9K 

Thera is a similar account about three Canadian 
hunters who were found on November 17, 1977, each 
with wounds in the neck, and totally bereft of 
blood, an a solitary island in Lake Winnipeg, Mani¬ 
toba. During the nights preceding this, there had 
been great UFO activity in all that region. 

If one reads carefully the Pentateuch (the first 
five books of the Old Testament}, one can not fall 
to notice the amazing importance given by Jehovah 
to viscera and blood, to which many paragraphs are 
dedicated, and in which people are strictly for¬ 
bidden to drink any blood. Nowadays, when it Is 
manifestly impossible to persuade people to con¬ 
tinue sacrificing animals to the gods as they did 
in olden times, the gods are coming themselves to 
provide themselves with animal viscera and blood, 
from which they seem to derive some vital princi¬ 
ple, or some form of energy, perhaps so that they 
may maintain a physical form, materialize before 
us and contact us (This reminds us of the legend 
wherein the fairies have to mate with humans now 
and then to keep their kind from petering-out,and 
the idea that the vampires need human blood to 
keep their "dead" bodies from putrefaction}. This 
role that viscera, blood, animals* pain and death 
play may contain much greater importance in the 
long run, than we at present imagine, and it is 
something that should be studied carefully, 

Jehovah invested all this butchery in a mantle of 
(pretended} sanctimoniousness. Remember, too - in 
Genesis IV, 2-5, that Jehovah (Elohim?) accepted 
Abel's gift of cattle, but rejected Cain's gift 
of fruits of the earth; again, blood was the key. 

In Genesis,etc., "god" is called "Elohim", which 
is plural , and means "The Powerful Ones" who came 
down from above. Later, "god" is called Edonai 
(or AdonaiK Meanwhile, the sacred name of Cod In 
Hebrew was written with the four consonants YHVH. 

No Jew was allowed ever to utter this name. So, 
without vowels in it, no one knew how it should 
be pronouncedj therefore they Inserted between 
these 4 consonants the 3 vowels of "Edonai", viz, 
E-G-A, making YeHoVaH - Jehovah. 

It is interesting, too, to notice that "The Lord" 
appeared to Abraham (Genesis XVII, 1} as three 
man * And while Jehovah was still talking to Ab¬ 
raham « two of "the men" walked on towards Sodom. 

And in chaptsr XIX, it was two aneeIs who arrived 
in Sodom, at Lot's house. The more one thinks of 
all these things, the more one might tend to heed 
the ancient Jewish legend that it was a sort of 
cigar-shaped craft that descended upon Mount Sinai. 

Velikovsky claimed that we are all suffering from 
"collective amnesia ' 1 because of pelt cataclysms. 

At first, this seemed to me a little far-fetched; 
but now, I am beginning to understand the fanati¬ 
cism of religious sects. Because, if most of our 
religions sprang from such "contacts" as those 
that occurred to Israel in the Old Testament, it 
is not very surprising that "believers" should 
cling desperately and fanatically to their pet be¬ 
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liefs, because it is a possibility that they may 
intuitively know that these beliefs rest upon very 
strange bases. Thie, then, might be the cause of 
their fanaticism - a sort of "collective unease",a 
"collective dim memory" which tells them that ell 
is not well with their religious systems, after alL 
Yet they don't want to know this, as it would des¬ 
troy their feelings of security. Velikovsky once 
said that we "want to know - but not too much ". 

In other place®, Frelxedo ®ay® a few funny things. 

(1) The "god" of the Old Testament seemed to be 
nearly always In a bad temper - In need of bicar¬ 
bonate of soda[ 

(2) That same "god" described himself as a Father, 
who vialta the sins of the parents upon the child¬ 
ren of the 3rd and 4th generations. Says Frelxedo: 
with a father like that, why do we need to have a 
"Satan"7 

(3) Frelxedo refuses to believe that, at death,hi* 
eyes will open upon a "pretty heaven", where he 
will spend all eternity with all the "elect" (the 
believers of the various sects who are fanatic®}. 

He point® out that there are many other people with 
whom he would rather spend eternity; because the 
"elect" are really boring people, end the prospect 
of spending eternity with such a bunch doe® not al¬ 
together cheer him up. 

X realize, of course, that some of Frelxedo'a re¬ 
marks could be countered by the Fundamentalists, 
simply by saying that Frelxedo is using hi® "rea¬ 
son", whereas when one thinks of God, one can not 
judge such things by our puny human intellect* - 
"For My thought® are not your thoughts". 

% feel this man'a writing® should be read- It If « 
pity they are solely in Spanish, 


The writer goes on to vtreis that, since the writ¬ 
ings of Fralxedo and other Span lab-language author® 
end ufologist® could be of such interest and rele¬ 
vance to Engll»h-resders. that he strongly recce- 
eend® acquiring s reading knowledge, of Spanish, 
which, he say®, is not ell that difficult, given s 
eodlcuw of patience end perseverance. For that set¬ 
ter, work® of potential Importance to ufologist® 
and Fnrteans have appeared in a number of other lan 
gunge®. It'a s pity that such writing® are "Greek" 
to the majority of u®. 


"It is important to know errors. A full understand¬ 
ing of' truth i® to understand the error® It cor¬ 
rects ." 

-Mortimer Adler author of Ten Phi Ipsophica1 
MlStakes „ Actually, h® told Time (5-6-05) that 
there are at least 18. He wanted to produce a 200- 
page book that could sell for maybe 112.00. To pre¬ 
sent more "mistakes" would add too many more page® 

4 increase the cost of the book - which he wants 
to be available to a mass audience. "I hate £18 
books", he said. 


Hyperspace la "hot". A world conference on the con¬ 
cept of the fourth dimension was held at Brown Uni¬ 
versity in 1904 ( Newsweek . 12-17-04), Instead of 
thinking of time as the "fourth dimension", it now 
seems increasingly de rioueur among mainstream cos- 
mologistG, mathematicians and Buckaroo Banzai en¬ 
thusiasts to consider a fourth spatial dimension* 
This dimension may in fact be, it is hypothesized, 
the curvature of the universe (yea, they really do 
consider it plausible that if you directed a laser 
beam straight ahead, after a few ..lllion years,it 
would illuminate the back of the noggin). Of course 
Forteans and ufowits have mused whimsically for 
years in the pages of Jim Moseley's Saucer Smear 
(I ite predecessors-the only publication where you 
must become a "non-subscriber" in order to receive 
it) over the existence of *'3i-D f ' or 3.33-D"(how 
could anyone leave out "pi-D"- 3.14-D7) . Actually, 
some physiclets are looking into the existence of 
jjl dimensions (why 117 why not?). 


Copyright 1985 by Thomas R. Adams 
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ZOQDDITIES 


LULI1FOLQSY 


rfe are asking oar readers to send us UFO reports in¬ 
volving close encounters, contacts and abductions 
therein soce or all of the percipients had cither 
just cone from or were on their way to play bingo . 
Perhaps the two most notable UFO events in the 
Houston, Texas, area have the bingo-link, (11 The 
Doraty case, 1971, on the south aide of the Houston 
ii'Lro area - involving multiple witnesses, n possi¬ 
ble multiple abduction, and the abduction and mu¬ 
tilation of a calf. (2) The highly-publicized Cash- 
Landrum case at the end of I960, and on the north 
side of the Houston area. The witnesses had been 
on their way to play bingo in New Caney, Texas. In 
the Doraty case, they had left a bingo game. He 
seem to be zertj-ing in on something here. Hey - they 
don't call us CRUX for nothing. ...0-52: 


In the Spring of 1975 Francis Ford Coppola, hot on 
the heels of having picked up his Oscars for "The 
Godfather, Part II”, announced that he was working 
with NBC+TV on a Tv drama to be broadcast in the 
fall of 1975, The program would concern the res¬ 
ponse on Earth to the first contact made by an ex¬ 
traterrestrial being. Wonder whatever became of the 
project * 


"I do not believe that any of the contactees - not 
even Betty and Barney Hill - have been physically 
on board an actual 'saucer-. It is more likely that 
they have taken a nonphysical 'trip*, controlled 
and guided by a system of which we have no clear 
idea as yet, a system that acts on human conscious¬ 
ness. ,,rather than one that Is purely physical. 11 

- Jacques Vallee 

"The Case Against UFOs As Spacecraft” in Second 
Look i February 1979 


In early 1905 the Soviet newspaper Trud (described 
as a trad# union daily] reported on a "star-like** 
UFO which left a green cloud in its wake, it ap¬ 
peared near a Soviet airliner over Minsk. The crew 
observed as a beam of light from the object struck 
the ground below from an altitude of 25 to 10 miles 
U1, The crew said they could see houses and roads 
t Humiliated on thu ground. The UFO then "escorted” 
the airliner to Its destination, Tallinn, Estonia. 
Supposedly, Soviets were taken aback not only by 
the account itself but because it appeared in a 
publication which "normally purveys news strictly 
conforming to socialist realism". Hot to worry. In 
April, the Soviet military daily Krasnaya Zvezda 
I Red Sta r} dismissed the air!iner^'UFO" as "refrac¬ 
ted light beams striking floating space garbage,or 
ns bits of a discarded rocket showering down through 
the atmosphere to Earth", Other sightings were de¬ 
bunked, as well. An AP report pointed out that in 
the USSR belief in "supernatural phenomena" has in 
the past been "officially discouraged". A 1981 So¬ 
viet television documentary torpedoed the existence 
of UFOs, the Loch Hess Monster and "other myster¬ 
ies" (sounds like "Nova" would be right at home I. 


OLD, LOCAL UFOLOGY (?] 

In CPUiC 's hometown of Paris, Texas (yes, just like 
in the movieJ, a devastating fire in 1916 destroy¬ 
ed much of the town, including the local newspap¬ 
er and its files, So we have had to look elsewhere 
for accounts of pra-1916 weirdness in our area. 
The following is from the Fort Worth Gazette of 
September 16, 1889 - datelined Paris, Toxaei 

Ur. C.M. Stephens, a gentiu^m oi unquestioned vera¬ 
city, arrived in the city today from Ember so n, 12 
miles northwest of here, and states that yesterday 
afternoon he saw a very large hallrai, apparently 
100 feet in Length, with a car attached, several 
hundred foot in the air and drifting southward, lie 
watched it for afo* moments when it disappeared In 
the clouds. Considerable Curiosity has taen manifest 
in the stray air ship as it had not been heard of 
before or since. 


THE SIRDMAN OF LA JOLLA 

Lucius Parish of the UFO Newgclipping Service m 
Pluncrville, Arkansas received a report of a "fc:ru¬ 
ffian” seen by three witnesses as they traveled in a 
car on a freeway near San Diego, California, Thr- 
sighting occurred in May of 1975; the exact c«tt- is 
unknown. 

Tony (a pseudonym] was driving with two companions 
from San Diego north to nearby La Jolla. It was 
twilight as they crossed an overpass on the freeway 
rtear the La Jolla exit. They noticed a decidedly 
ogt-of-the-ordinary creature standing on a fence by 
the highway. 

Whatever it was, it was black, about A feet tall 
and had bat like wings, A split-second of observa¬ 
tion passed before they realized it was no bird. 

The creature's body appeared covered with hair 
rather than feathers. And the eyes seemed slanted 
rather than rounded. 

The wings seemed much larger than would belong to 
any bird. Its body was described as "humanoid",and 
it gave the impression of heaviness. When light 
from the car's headlights struck the creature, it 
assumed a squatting position and ejected itself 
off the fence "with the sprinq of its legs". It 
flew upward, flapping its wings, then flew off 
sideways and out of sight. 

Tho chronicler oi tne story, a mutual triena ct 
Parish and Tony, learned from Tony that the creat¬ 
ure itself was not the only strange thing they no¬ 
ticed. Upon seeing the creature, an "intense fear" 
overcame all three witnesses. In retrospect, Tor-y 
found this "overblown fear" to be most curious. 

A hand-traced copy of Tony's sketch of the creature 
is reproduced below. The dotted line indicates that 
the wings night have extended farther down than 
Tony had originally drawn then. 



On his radio newscast of May 1, 1985, Paul Harvey 
reported that, on the weekend of April 27-28, 1985, 
starfish fell on urban lawns in Minneapolis-St.Paul* 
Minnesota. And on Wednesday, May 8, 1985, more than 
10 fish fell onto the back yard of Louis Castoraao 
in Fort Worth, Texas, during unsettled weather con¬ 
dition*. 


BEEWARE 

The killer bees continue their northward trek. They 
were to have crossed from Central America into Mex¬ 
ico early In 1985. The Mexican government is inves¬ 
tigating ways to stop Or impede the rascals, per¬ 
haps by cross-breeding them with docile bees. 































The Ahajo Bushman 


A Singular Creature In Utah 


Sg^thasstern Utah, USA .*, 

Between the majestic spires and buttes of Monument 
Valley and the "psychotic Landscape" of CanyonLands 
National Park Lie the Aba jo (Blue) Mountain*, west 
of Monticelio, Utah* Hontlcello and the Blue Moun¬ 
tain* have bean a popular mecca for deer hunter* 
over the years, as deer flourish In the cool Aba- 
jOS, a green Island In a sea of arid lands* Other 
wildlife distributed throughout the area include 
cougar, bobcat, coyote and black bear. And - per¬ 
haps something whose classification eludes us at 
the moment* 

In October of 1959, two deer hunters Cron Paris, 
Texas, set out for Monticello, Utah. One man was 
in his mid-twenties; the other was near 50. The 
younger man was John Paul Ingram, a veteran hunter 
and patron of the wilderness, even at that age. 
Ingram is currently a professional guide, animal 
trapper and dealer in exotic wildlife from his 
residence in the Hill Country of Central Texas* 

He estimates he has probably killed over 500 big 
game animals in forays to Alaska, Canada, Africa 
and much of the "Lower 40" of the U,S. Over the 
past nine years (through mid-1905}, Ingram has 
sold an average of 3500 animals annually. Not 
only, then, is Ingram an experienced hunter and 
outdoorsmln, but his life is wildlife - truly,an 
except lonally-quallfled witness for the account 
described bolow* 

In 1VT0 Ingram related his story to another wild¬ 
life dealer, C.B. Wiley, who also serves as a 
Justice of the Peace in northeastern Texas* In* 
gran provided a written account of his experience, 
witnessed and notarised by Wiley. Ingram 1 s com¬ 
panion on the 1959 hunting trip will be referred 
to by the pseudonym "Bill Bowman"* "Bowman" Is 
woll on in years and in poor health. A few years 
ago, he provided a group of investigators with 
vertal corroboration of Ingram's account- The fol¬ 
lowing is from Ingram's written statement: 


I have never seen a U.F.O*, a ghost, a spirit or 
any other thing, living or dead, that I couldn't 
explain, identify or otherwise be sure of what it 
*as, with one exception. It has been quite scme 
tire since I saw this anural. While relating the 
story to C.B. Wiley over a steak supper, he asked 
me to put on paper what I had told him. So here 
it is, as if it were yesterday: 

we were deer hunting in Monticello, Utah in Octo¬ 
ber, around the 15th of the month. It wan a Fri¬ 
day, the day before the season opened. I rtmember 
because the season always cpsied on the Saturday 
nearest the 15th, The year was, to the best of my 
recollection, 1959. 

I was out scouting the mountainous terrain with a 
good friend of mine, Bill Bowman, from Paris. It 
was in the early afternoon, around 3:00. The day 
was slightly overcast, but visibility was excel1- 
ent. We were in an old Willis Army jeep of about 
1943 vintage, with no top. The windshield was dooi, 
which was the way we nearly always kept it while 
hunting or scouting as we were that day. The hunt¬ 
ing is more romantic in an open top jeep, with the 
wind blowing in your face, 

we were traveling in an easterly direction on an 
old mining road going slightly uphill, just having 
rounded a tend in the road. As we were going up 
the hill, this animal Came from the left to right, 
across the road* I call it an animal, knowing that 
no animal of this size, color and build is known 
to exist, not that I have ever been able to find in 
any nature book or encyclopedia. I have seen an ar¬ 
tist's drawing of a prehistoric man that is about 
as close as could be- The animal was about the size 
of a nine-year-old Negro boy* The reason I say Neg¬ 
ro boy is that I have been around blacks in east 
Texas all my life and that is the size and build 
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that this sninsi was, about four or four and a 
half feet tall, as I had nothing to judge him by. 
There was sage brush on both sides of the rood 
thus giving me nothing to accurately judge him by. 

It weighed, I would guess, about 70 or SO pounds, 
with mediutn short hair the color of ecae doge that 
I have seoi. You might cell it S blue color; ■nefcey 
black might be better. 

It had abort ears, close to its heed, oxjch like hu¬ 
man ears. No hair cn Its fate, clear around the 
face. Its face was similar to a hunan' i, no pro¬ 
truding noee or mouth as seen cn made-up animals 
cn the show "Planet of the Apes", Its skin tone on 
the face was the same color as the hair, only 
slightly lighter. 

The animal walked upright in a slightly forward po¬ 
sition, but never touched its hands to the grand. 

It wolked, did not run, but walked at a foster 
pec* than that of a man walking. Its feet were not 
extra Large for its body size, but the arms and 
legs as well as the fingers of the hands earned 
only slightly longer than that of a man, ttuch the 
same aa those of a really skinny nine year old 
Negro boy. There was no tail and no sign of the 
stiup of a tall* This animal was as near as himan 
In appearance as it could bs and not be hunsn* It 
xn no clothes and Its genitals were not visible, 
so no sex was established. The short hair covered 
the body, except for the face, ears and hands. The 
hair had to be i or 3/4 inches long* 

This animal had to live In a tevt or ease shelter, 
because the weather in Utah is real rough in the 
winter in those mountains. You may wonder how t 
got such a good description, but as it came frtm 
about 12 feet from the left of the road and got in 
the middle of the road, it stopped and locked 
straight at us as we approached it. 

Ms were about 100 feet away when I first spotted 
it, and about 40 feet away when it went out of 
sight, about 20 feet to the right of the road. 

There was a downhill slope: of about 20 to 30 de¬ 
grees, with a sharp drop just off the road bed. 

There was sage brush about knee high cn both sides 
of the rood, and the animal *^it out of sight as 
It made Its way through the sage brush off the 
side of the road. 

we stopped at the top of the hill where it had 
crossed and I ran out in fcte sage brush looking 
around for it because it coulclT't have gone far a- 
way. The hill was bare of trees for two to three 
hundred yards. It had to have hidden as soon as it 
was out of sight, for we were on the spot and out 
of the jeep in a few seconds. 

As w« were locking for the animal. Bill Bowman said 
to me "let's get the hell out of here before its 
mother cones along". Bill, without saying so, des¬ 
cribed it as a young animal. It had the appearance 
of a juvenile. Bill was much older than me- At the 
time he was about 50* He was driving, it vis his 
jeep, and he wanted to go. He jumped in, started 
the jeep and said, "If you are going to go with me 
you had better come on". 

It all happened so fast, but I remember it just as 
If it were yesterday and I had a movie of it* By 
the way, everyone says "why didn't you get a picture 
of it?" or "why didn't you shoot it?". First, we 
were caught by surprise and didn't have time to take 
a picture. Besides, Bill was driving and I was busy 
looking. And it was the day before the deer season 
opened and our guns were In canp. 

The reason we didn't go back and look was that no¬ 
body in camp believed us. They thought that we only 
jiBdie it up. When they saw that we were really ser¬ 
ious, they started giving us explanations like it 
was probably a bear or wolverine, or something of 
that sort. You know, logical explanations to the 
effect that whatever we saw was something else, and 
could be logically explained. 

Well, I am here to tell you, I saw a humon-like 
animal and I knew, without a doubt, that it is 
exactly like I described it, for I have been in 
the woods a great deal of my life and have never 
cxiw close to seeing sxnething that I didn't knew 
what It was* I would be more than happy to take a 
lie detector test or a cross examination fey anycne 
to prove that 1 saw what 1 saw. 
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A TEXAS SKYFALL? 


Ws’ll b«qin to draw this issue of CRUX to a clots, 
much In ths amntr in which we began it - with 
flashing light*, « roaring sound and something in¬ 
teracting with the ground - and again from that 
veritably pyrotechnic year of 1983 - an event not 
nearly on the ecale of the ’’Gallup Incident* 1 , but 
just a* lnscrutsbls nonethelsts. 

The date uii Tuesday, July 12th, 1963. The site vaa 
a pasture on the prairie near the rural communities 
gf Bynum, Halone and Irene In Hill County, Texas, 
between Dallaa/Fort Worth and Waco. We will first 
examine ths media coverage, much of which will 
then require correction and elaboration. The in¬ 
vestigation - and the newa coverage - did not begin 
until the following week. The initial article in 
the Waco Tribuna-Here Id , in fact, did not appear un¬ 
til Thursday, July 21, L963.lt said, in part; 

Officials £rtn Baylor university** Stracker mseur 
and the Fort worth Hubbub of Science and History 
will inapect "punctures’* discovered last week by a 
farmer, wto says they're not the work of animals. 

The farmer discovered two holes about 30 feet apart 
cn a farm he rented near Dyrnn. Each hole whs in the 
center of a "roughed up” area about five feet in dia- 
neter. One hole is between 30 and 36 inches deep and 
the otter ia filial with loose dirt. 

'*1 was checking my maize and happened to run up on 
it”, the farmer said. His first thought was that the 
hole was dug during seismological testing by an oil 
OETcpany, but his landlord said no oil ccnf&ny had 
contracted to teat there. "Then I thought that light- 
rung could have struck it, but I*ve never seer where 
(itI made that big of a hole, usually lightning will 
leave a 5 to IS-foot burned area, but no hole”. He 
said there are no tracks around the two altos, and 
grass is growing up to the perlaetera of the two 
disturbed areas. 

The farmer said he hasn’t touched the holes, but said 
a Hill County Sheriff's deputy took a soil sample 
that 4* discovered to Contain lew-level radiation. 
Calvin Smith, director of the Strecker rtiseun, aaid 
the farnmr showed him photographs of the holes. But 
Smith said he whs unable to determine nuch because 
of the poor quality of the shots. Sfoith said the two 
holes - if caused by extraterrestrial material - in¬ 
dicate the meteor broke up shortly before striking 
the earth. "It is wry rare to see a meteorite where 
the earth is still disturbed”, said Smith..."usual¬ 
ly meteorites are found hundreds or thcuaajnda of 
years la ter". 

John Williams, director of the Qsni Theater of the 
Fort Worth ttiseun.,,,, who is with a nuseufl group 
that ''chases” meteor fireballs, said he tea question* 
flixut the authenticity of tte finding, based on what 
he was told about the flits. "Often it ta meteor) does¬ 
n’t moke a crater whsi it hits - it just bru noea cn 
the ground", williams said. He said the atmosphere 
slows the meteor's fall to the point "ItS like a 
rock dropped from an airplane”. He said reports that 
cne of the holes is 24 inches deep I sle ) makes it 
mere unlikely that it whs caused by a meteor, be¬ 
cause an until led pasture probably wouldn’t be that 
soft. 

Gathering *t the site that Thursday, the 21 *t, were 
Calvin Smith, assistant museum director David Lintz, 
and researcher Margaret Graham of the Stracker Mu¬ 
seum in Waco, plus John William* and Bob Garland 
of the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, a- 
long with Walter Settler, identified as the farmer 
who discovered the "holes”, and a battery of repor¬ 
ters and photographer*. A radiation specialist from 
the Temple, Texas, office of the Bureau of Radia¬ 
tion Control tan arm of the Texas Department of 
Health) tested the area for radiation. The examin¬ 
er, Clarence Dlttman, announced that the area was- 
safe. 

On Monday, July 25, 1513, the Mirror , a newspaper 
In the Hill County seat of Hillsboro, reported on 
the on-site Investigation! 

--■Oie of the craters, which was four feet in dia- 
ter, had about an eight-inch cylinder-like hole 
approximately three feet deep in the center. The 
stoorri enter ves approximately the same siie with¬ 


out the cylinder-like center. The hole* were lo¬ 
cated about 20 feat apart. Galvin Srsdth...stated 
the first hole appeared to be an auger-type hole. 

He added he could not explain the appearance of 
the oaomd hols.... According to Settler, neither 
ha nor hi* Landlord had any knowledge of anyone 
being in the area and digging holes, "if there 
wh* sanepne down here, they didn't have permission 
and there are no track* around the holes indicating 
drilling'', Zettler said. 

From the Waco Tribune-Herald of July 22, 1983, af¬ 
ter Williams and the others ted totally ruled out a meteor¬ 
ic cause for the phenomenon; 

Those who slaved in tte field meet of the afbemoexi 
uid they tvErai’t disappointed. But they adbiitted 
a meteor find would have been especially nice, since 
they had just returned from an investigative mis¬ 
sion to Gatesvilie, where a reported meteorite 
turned out to bn a plain, old rock. ».."&■ a memb e r 
of the rcufleun, we’re always glad bo go out to pos¬ 
sible phenomena”, (Margaret Graham) said. 'Vr? 
not disappointed if we don't find anything. This 
is the way many Urportant discoveries are made”. 

Further, reporter Laura Albrecht wrote in theJuly 
24, 1963 edition of the Corsicana,TX, Dailv Sun; 

For over an hour, they dug, poked, measured and 
balked. Was it or wasn't it a site where nmtaor- 
ibes...ted plunged to aarth? The anrounemnsnt 
come frem (Calvin) Smith- No, it was the opinion 
of the experts meteorites had no caused the holes. 

But what had? Possibly the drilling device used 
by a 3eianagraph erw ted caused the circular, 
groved ( sic l holes. Or maybe it whs an animal. 

Whatever it wag, smith and hi* nuaeino staff vent¬ 
ed a closer look. 

For the next three hours , the digging continued - 
Smith, covered with dirt and sweat, began to dig. 
Careful not to damage the original hole, and with 
the help of Lintz, Smith emtinuod to dig and hope, 

Meanwhile, Settler still Hinted to know utet had 
hit the field. He said although the land had been 
leased for oil exploration, no testing waa sup¬ 
posed to be going on at this time. Hi* wife made 
a phone call to the Houston company that ted con¬ 
ducted tests in the post, Mo, they had not had 
any crews on the site and they wanted to know the 
outccfte of tha museim'* findings. 

The use of a bsckhoe would speed up the digging, 

Ixit where to find one. Zettler had a neighbor 
with cne and he dashed off to find him. But a few 
minute* later, Settler returned with the news his 
friend could not be found. Maybe the hackhoe would 
be available for Friday morning, Settler said, add¬ 
ing he would check with his friend. 

In tte meantime. Smith continued to dig. Eyes 
strained fron curious onlookers waiting to see 
anything that might hint At providing an explana¬ 
tion. 

Just as Staith whh about to Call it quits for the 
day and wait until Friday morning to use th* back- 
hoe, M. W, Wines osme rambling through the pasture: 
cn his bflekhpe. With the touch of a surgeon and 
direction from atiith, Wines began to dig. Smith 
several times halted the backhce digging to con¬ 
tinue the tedious job of shoveling himself. The 
rmseun staff did fird two frogs and one ground 
squirrel for their digging efforts. But no me¬ 
teorites, 

’There are still too marry things left unexplained", 
Lintz said as he packed soil banplei to be basted 
by the Baylor University chemistry and geology 
lab. 

Although then was a mood of disappolnbtisit, Ms. 

Graham rvnained optimistic. ’Vs can’t pass things 
like this up", she said. "It mi^t turn into the 
find of the eaitury’’ sh* said it was the job of 
the museum staff to investigate calls of unexplain¬ 
ed scientific □ccuranoea( ale ). 

As it turned out, there had been reason to suspect 
s meteoric-like cause for the event. About three 
nights before Settler made his discovery in the 
pasture, two of his neighbors had experiences, one 
man was outside his house when he heard a sudden 
roaring noise which he suspected must be from a jet 
aircraft going over. Just as suddenly, there was a 
flash of light that "lit up hi* yard real bright". 
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That neighbor lived about 2-2i miles from the field 
where the "holes' 1 would be found. A second neighbor 
was in hie house at the same time. He did not report 
a roar, but he saw the light from his window as it 
illuminated the surroundings. 

Pettier had been in the leased pasture about 6 days 
before his discovery, and the "holes" were not pre¬ 
sent. It can only be speculated that there might be 
a connection between the light, the roar and the 
disturbance in the pasture. 

In interviews with CRUX , both Walter Eettler and Da¬ 
vid Lintz of the Strecker Museum remained puzzled 
by the event which occurred almost two years before. 

We attempted to obtain a more definitive description 
of just what was to be found in the pasture. It 
would seem that there were not two "holes" , nor were 
there two "craters". Photos provided by Walter Sett¬ 
ler aided in our comprehension of the event. 

The "craters" were more accurately described as "dis¬ 
turbed areas", where the soil was chaotically up¬ 
turned and disrupted in the two areas, which were 
about 1 to 2 feet across. 

Only one of these "disturbed areas" contained a'hole". 
This was the cylinder-like hole described in the 
press, Settler maintains, as was reported at the 
time, that the hole was perhaps 8 inches across at 
the top. Lintz, however, disagrees, referring to 
a diameter of approximately 4 inches at best. Both 
agreed that there seemed to be a slight narrowing 
of the hole as it descended to Its depth of about 
one yard. 

Settler reports that there was a "white substance" 
that could be seen around the top of the hole and 
extending down along the Inside walls of the hole 
to a depth of about 18 inches. We asked Lintz a- 
bout the analysis of the soil and the white subs¬ 
tance, The Institute of Archaelogy laboratory at 
Baylor University conducted the analysis, including 
thermoluminescence and clay mineralogy. Nothing was 
found that could be described as atypical of the 
soils in the area. The "white substance" appeared 
to be discolored soil. It had the appearance, accor¬ 
ding to Lintz, of dirt that had been wet and had 
then dried out. 

The second disturbed area was similar in appearance 
but it contained no well-defined "holes", but a 
series of cracks extending into the ground at var¬ 
ious angles. The hole at the first site, in fact, 
did not go straight into the ground, but extended 
down at an angle of approximately IS to 20 degrees 
from the vertical. 

Lintz explained that the backhoe was used to dig 
beside and then below the primary hole, in an at¬ 
tempt to expose a cross-section of the hole. Lintz 
maintains that there did appear to be "grooves" in 
the aides of the hole, as though it were augered. 

But 2ettler says these "grooves" were not that ob¬ 
vious or readily apparent. Even Lintz reports that, 
once the cross-section of the hole was exposed, the 
grooves were not as noticeable as they had seemed 
to be from above. Absolutely no trace of anything 
meteoric or anything else tell-tale was found In 
the hole. The two narrow-mouth toads and one ground 
squirrel were found alive in or near the bottom of 
the hole. 

just another little mystery likely never to be ex¬ 
plained with any finality. 


TKB EDUCATION OF TBE XENOLOGIST 

by Kim L, Neldigh 

Xenology is the scientific study of strange and un¬ 
explained phenomena. Its subject matter crosses the 
borders of all other sciences, concentrating on the 
controversial topics in each. 

The content of xenology can be divided into three 
major categoriesi 

1. Anonalies of a purely psychological nature 

Zm Anomalies of a purely physical nature 

3. Arena lies whidi appear to involve the interaction 
of the psyche with the envixcnosit 

The xenologist, as one studying the vast realm of 
anomalous phenomena, should possess as broad an edu¬ 
cation as possible. More than any other scientist, 
he should be a true Renaissance man. Of course, no 
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one individual can be an authority in every field. 
He should strive, however, to be aware of any sub¬ 
ject which may have particular relevance to his re¬ 
search . 

The following is a listing of topics within certain 
fields of human knowledge which every xenologist 
should be familiar with. 

1. Religion — knowledge of the mtifs cannon 
to all religions 

2. Philosophy — metaphysics, logic, philosophy 
of science, epistemology 

3. Psychology — fundamental principles, perception, 
hypnosis, parapsychology, abnormal psychology 

4. Anthropology — the evolution of nan 

5. Archaeology — fundamental principles 

6. Sociology — fundamental principles, crowd be¬ 
havior, statistics 


7. Astronomy — fundamental principles 

and meteorites, comets, pulsars,quasars,blackholes 


relativity, an- 
Si. Chemistry — fundamental principles, acids and 


Physics — fundamental principles, 
tunatter, tachyons 


10. Geology — knowledge of carmen rocks and minerals, 
plats tectxnics, gecnagnetisz, Beisnology, vol- 
geo logic tins, pilocntology 


11. Meteorology — fundamental principles, cloud 
structure and formation, types of storms 

12. Biology — evolution, genetics, taxonomy, carni¬ 
vorous plants, geographic distribution of wild¬ 
life, tracking methods 

13. History — knowledge of major historial events, 
folklore and legends, background of historical 
xenology 

14. English — basic gew r, amthnds of academic 
research, technical writing 

No one expects the researcher to begin his/her ca¬ 
reer knowing everything mentioned above. That is 
why a well-stocked library is essential. The aspir¬ 
ing xenologist should maintain in his vast collect¬ 
ion, along with the works of Port, Sanderson and 
Hynek, textbooks on every conceivable area of know¬ 
ledge, There la no way of knowing what Information 
may be vital to an investigation. Be prepared for 
anything. 


In Time Magazine's edition of February 7, 1983, the 
list of the top ten best selling books of fiction 
Included: 

1. 20iD; Odyssey Two (Clarke) 

2. Master of the Game (Sheldon) 

3. Space (Hichener) 

4. Mistral's Daughter (Krantz) 

5. The Valiev of Horses (Auel) 

6. Foundation's Edge (Asimov) 

7. Life, the Universe and Everything (Adams) 

8. The Fall of Freddie the Leaf (Buscaglia) 

9. Battlefield Earth (Hubbard) 

10. E.T. The Extraterrestrial Storybook 
(KotarinJde) 

Surely an occurrence not to be seen before or ainc^ 
wherein seven of the top ten best sellers were ei¬ 
ther space, science fiction or fantasy tomea (if 
the categorization can be stretched■enough to in¬ 
clude Auel's Valley of Horses). 


We welcome and encourage contributions from our 

renders, whether in the fora of Articles, essays 
or letters. No monetary payment can be offered. How¬ 
ever, you can be assured of a lifetime subscription 
to CRUX (that's our life, not yours, unless you 
precede our passing), for whatever that's worth 
(and that's debatable). He are primarily interested 
In UFO, Fortean and cryptozoologicsl material - but 
not necessarily nor exclusively. Get In touch. 
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UNCOMMON CLAIMS- 
UNGUARANTEED OBSERVATIONS 

PACT-PIMPIMG AND RUMOR-HONGERING TO FEED AND NURTURE 
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THE FESTERING 

PROCLIVITIES OF INFORMATION-FREAKS 

AND FACT-FIENDS EVERYWHERE, FROM DE5 MOINES TO 

DUBUQUE. FROM 

BROOKLYN TO THE BRONX, FROM DALLAS 

TO FORT WORTH 

, FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON, FROM 

ZIMBABWE TO RHODESIA, FROM THE FRYING PAN INTO 

THE FIRE, FROM ADAM WEST TO CLINT EASTWOOD, FROM 

JAY NORTH TO TERRY SOUTHERN. FROM THE TERRACE. 

FROM THE TOP. 

FROM THE SUBLIME TO THE RIDICULOUS. 


the Federal Aviation Administration maintain 
(or un-maintain} "no-man*a lands" - areas of thou- 
sands of acres wherein no FAA jurisdictions exist 
and no FAA regulations are enforced? One such area 
Is said to exist near Waterloo,Iowa, over sparse¬ 
ly-populated farmland- All sorts of aerial tests 
are said to be run here,with airlines sometimes 
bringing airliners in from the coasts to test them 
in this "no man* 8 land*',, *.„ * „...Syndicated column¬ 
ist Dave Barry is usually good for a titter, often 
a chortle* He advocates the federal government es¬ 
tablish a Useless Species List, with ah official 
policy of endangering everything on it. Hie first 
candldatefs) would be grubs, which Barry describes 
as "writhing blobs of underground slime the color 
of spoiled mayonaise"..........The Big UFO Case 

over the past few years has been the eventfs) in 
England variously termed the Readiesham Forest 
Case, the Bentwaters Affair, the Woodbridge Inci¬ 
dent or the Peripatetic Lighthouse, Xt*s a fascina¬ 
ting story of scintillating implications, now un¬ 
doubtedly clogged with mia-and-die-information, 
purposeful and otherwise * One book has been pub¬ 
lished on the subject in England: Skycrash , by 
Butler, Street and Randles(Neville Spearman,19041. 
Skvcrash is available in the U.S.from Arcturus 
Book Service (263 N, Ballston Avenue; Scotia, New 
York 12302) or from William L, Moore (421 9 W.Olive 
St.,Suite No.247j Burbank, California 91505 )*TV 
viewers in the U.S.may have seen investigative re¬ 
porter Chuck de Caro's series of reports on the 
Bentwaters case on the cable News Network in ear¬ 
ly 1985. It was solid reporting, but de Caro could 
only cover a small part of the story. Any hope for 
a CNN follow-up on the case was apparently quashed 
by a higher-up at CNN, who wanted to avoid CNN be¬ 
coming known as a "UFO Network".TV view¬ 
ers might want to check out a documentary titled 
"When The world Was Wide", which has been showing 
periodically on PBS (Public Broadcasting) channels* 
Two UFOs are reportedly seen on film in the broad¬ 
cast,.....Many recall the devastating tornado 

which struck Barneveld, wi&con&ln in 1984. A Bar- 
neveld man's driver's license was found a hundred 
miles away in Appleton, Wisconsin* The remainder 
of his wallet was found intact in Barneveld(source; 
Knowledge Unlimited,Inc.Recommended 
reading: Clear Intent , by Lawrence Fawcett and 
Barry J* Greenwood (Prentice-Kail, 1984) - regard¬ 
ing what the government's own documents, obtained 
under the Freedom of Information Act, reveal about 
the government's perspective on UFOs and it's co¬ 
ver-up of the UFO experience. Autographed copies 
of the quality-paperback edition of Clear Intent 
are available for S0.95 plus £1*50 postage from: 
Unicorn Limited; P.O, Box 651; Coventry, Connecti¬ 
cut 06238. Some preliminary investigative results 
regarding the Bentwaters case are presented in 
Clear Intent . Fawcett S Greenwood are writing a 
follow-up book, which will reportedly Include much 
more on Bentwaters/Rendlesham. A television movie- 
a docudrama- based on the Bentwaters accounts - is 

also in the works.....Two friends, feeling no 

pain, were talking in a hotel bar one night* One 
was a former moonwalking astronaut. Hia tongue in¬ 
creasingly loosened by liquor, the ex-astronaut 
allegedly described ufo sightings his team had made 
on the way to the moon, on the moon, and on the way 
back to earth. The two crossed paths the next day. 
The ex-astronaut refused to talk further about the 
UFOs, even refusing to acknowledge, in the hard 
light of day, that he had even talked about it the 
previous night*.........Scott Air Force Base in 

Illinois, just east of St. Louis, Is alleged to 
possess a massive computerised data bank of UFO in¬ 
formation, Anyone know more??Whataver be- 
came of the "Mojave Spires", 5,000 cone or pyramid- 
shaped objects, made of clay and talc, that were 
discovered in a dry lake bed in California's Mojave 
Desert in early 1975? Was their origin ever deter¬ 
mined? Someone reported an explosion over the lake 
bed at about that time.was it a Criato project?..,. 


We would like to offer our apologies to those among 
you in ail walks of life (why "walks"? Should In¬ 
clude runs, as wall. Suppose that would include run- 
of-the-mill, run-down.well, you know who you are) 
...anyway, we apologize for our delay in getting 
CRUX out* Unless circumstances deem otherwise, we 
anticipate that the next CRUX will be, at least for 
the most part, a "theme" issue. It has already ta¬ 
ken shape conceptually and we have much of the data 
for the issue on hand, but we will continue to seek 
clarification and additional information where some 
subjects (within the "theme") are concerned* It is 
frustrating to be unable to publish the second is¬ 
sue soon after the first; but we are dating the 
next CRUX 1906, since it could be sometime during 
the first half of that year before CRUX #2 is pub¬ 
lished. A publication announcement will be made.To 
be honest about it, we intended to incorporate STIG¬ 
MATA into this edition of crux. However, although 
animal mutilation reports have waned over the last 
few years, they have not ceased; and we soon found 
that we had more than enough material to warrant 
(to compel,actually) our publishing a full-fledged 
STIGMATA, It will be published during the last half 
Of 1985......*.**Paul Ehrlich's The Population Bomb 

was published in I960. Since then, Ehrlich and his 
wife and co-author Anne Ehrlich have continued to 
champion environmental activism and to warn of a 
looming and ali-too-easily attainable ecological 
doom* The Ehrlichs and 13 like-minded scientists 
and scholars recently held a conference at Texas 
ASM University(which will publish a proceedings). 
The conferees are calling themselves "CaSsandras", 
after the Trojan princess who was "blessed with the 
gift of divine prophecy and cursed because no one 
would believe her"(she's the one who warned of 
"greeks bearing gi fts"..........Remember the famous 

(or infamous) "Aurora (Texas) Airship Crash" of 109*?? 
A motion picture based on the story was filmed in 
the Dallas area in late 1904- It stars Jack Elam, 
Peter Brown, CAW singer Dottie west and, yes,"Span- 
ky " McFarland..........More from the Hoi1ywood luke¬ 
warm-line: Watch for "The Twilight 2one"emTY this 
faII.Would you believe Wes Craven's involved in 
that(he's the guy who did "Last House on the Left" 
and "The Hills Have Eyes 1 ')? Should be interesting. 
Then there's "Amazing Stories 1 ', also to be a series 
this fall* Steven Spielberg is the guiding hand hera 
Word is that "Stories" is done in a more "pulp"com¬ 
ic or magazine style than is "Zone". The very early 
word on some Hollywood features to watch for: there 
is "Elixer'% about a secret think-tank working to 
reverse the aging process by experimenting with ur¬ 
ban derelicts - and, from Disney,"Navigator", some¬ 
how involving a boy, time travel and UFOs**...*..., 
A book of interest is Peter Matthiessen r s In The 
Spirit Of Crazy Horse (Viking Press,U,5*; Penguin 
Books,Canada; 1903)* The book is devoted largely to 
the 1975 shoot-out between federal agents and Amer¬ 
ican Indians on the Bine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. Included are accounts of fiigfoot 
sightings on reservations. The various tribes in¬ 
volved term him/her/it "rugaru"(possibly a corrupt¬ 
ion of the French-Canadian "loup-garou" or were¬ 
wolf}, "Unk-cegi"(you may not want to know what that 
means), or simply "the Big Man"........... Publica¬ 
tions of the periodical kind that are of interest 
(Contact them directly for prices, sample copies): 
Bigfoot Co-Op ; 14603 Montevideo Drive; Whittier£A 
90605.***.MUFON UFO Journal ; 103 Oidtowne Road; Se¬ 
quin, TX 73155-4099.The AFRO Bulletin; 3910 E* 

Kleindale Road; Tucson, Arizona 9571 2_*. Shavar - 

tron (as in Richard Shaver); P.O.Box 248; Vallejo, 

CA 94590..*.. Spiral Moblus : 347 N,Union St*; 

Kennett Square, PA 19340.....Brunt; c/o Libre School 

Inc.; P*Q* Box 0; Farislta, CO 31037*.... Pgrtean 

Times; 96 Mansfield Road; London NW3 2HX England.... 

Just Cause (ed*/publ.by the authors of Clear Intent) 
P.O.Box 218; Coventry, CT 06238..... hot books: The 

Rebirth of Pan by Jim Brandon(Firebird Press,1903). 

,,,. Mysterious America by Loren Coleman {Faber A 
Faber, 1993),A new Coleman book is to be published 
by Faber S Faber in Fall 1985.....What was the "3rd 

secret of Fatima", the one Pope John XXIII refused 
to reveal in I960? Please write and give us your o- 
pinion*.........More fascinating reading : Cr it fouet A 

Journal of Conspiracies * Metaphysics); P*0* Box 
"11451; Santa Rosa, CA 95406*.... T ....Check out Omni 

for March 19B5 - the "Mars" special issue -the cur¬ 
iously un-bylined article on the photos of the ap¬ 
parent "face", "pyramid" and other structures on 
Mars - Was there an "official" attempt to suppress 
the article, thwarted only because the printing pro¬ 
cess was already under way? and, if so - why?...... 
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